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Second annual Conference  
of the balkan Sociological Forum

Close but Unknown Neighbors: Balkan Sociological Perspectives

A. Place of the topic in relation to state-of-the-art in sociology
The Balkans have been systematically studied by historians, anthropologists, cul-
tural studies experts, art historians, but have rarely been placed in a general socio-
logical perspective. Comparative studies on separate social problems have rarely 
included more than three or four countries. In fact, from a sociological perspective, 
Balkan countries pose a double challenge: social and cognitive. 

There is the social aspect, for even though they have a shared past of authoritarian and 
totalitarian regimes in different periods of the 20th century, their social and political 
development in post WW2 Europe has not been the same for all countries. Their com-
mon present situation of transition to a market economy and democratic structures 
like those of Western Europe, does not cancel the specific ordeals of economic, politi-
cal, and social development that each national society of the Balkans is going through. 
Engrossed as we are in the supra-national structures of the EU and of Transatlantic 
cooperation, we hardly notice our neighbours; moreover, we fail to realize that the 
position of each country on the international scene depends on its relations with, and 
the support of, its closest environment. In competing for international recognition, 
our interest in neighbouring countries is all too often limited to what can be advanta-
geous though detrimental to them. Thus we miss the chance of working together to 
overcome our common weaknesses and achieve mutual consolidation of our separate 
advantages. In scrutinizing our own problems, we fail to look around us and see that, 
within the proximate region – so close to us by its historical destiny and present state 
of civilization, some country may have already found a solution to some of our own 
problems. What are our Balkan neighbours like as economic and political players, as 
stratified societies and united communities, as educational and cultural structures, as 
ways of living together and recognizing the other? What is happening here and now 
in each Balkan country? How does the past impact on the present in each country 
and in the relations between them? What part of the contemporary experience of each 
country could be useful for its neighbours, so that our presence in united Europe and 
in the world might be constructive, mutually enriching, and stimulating? These are all 
questions to which sociology, with its rich variety of paradigms and approaches, can 
provide well-argued and thoughtful answers.

As concerns the Balkans as a cognitive challenge, this aspect consists foremost in 
the problems that the current processes of internationalization and interdisciplinary 
scientific knowledge pose for sociology. The national communities of sociologists 
in Balkan countries compete to win a place in the European production of interdis-
ciplinary and policy-oriented knowledge, but we are also partners playing non-he-
gemonic roles in the international research area. These combined features provide 
a suitable starting point for analysis, and our integration in the European Research 
Area clarifies a number of problems, such as:
►  the marginalization of national sociological traditions; 
►  the neutralization of local issues by presenting them as Eastern equivalents of 

problems formulated with reference to the West European social and research 
context; 

►  the irrelevance of applying a theoretical framework to social situations in sepa-
rate national contexts; 

►  the replacement of scientific argumentation as to the validity of knowledge by 
imperatives of immediate applicability; 

►  the tension between local vocation vs. international involvement; the growing 
dependence of the research structure and the type of knowledge produced rela-
tive to the forms of funding and the supra-national management of scientific 
production, etc.

B. Objectives and topics
The main objective of the Second Annual Conference of BSF is by identifying the 
common and specific problems in the contemporary development of Balkan 
countries, to contribute to a better understanding of our own society, and to 
the development of sociology as a cognitive solution to the contextual prob-
lems, a solution based on adequate theoretical and methodological tools.

The discussions are organized around the following thematic centers:
►  Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations
►  Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens;
►  The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions
►  Mobility and Social Inequalities;
►  Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans;
►  Education and Youth.
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Organizers and Organizing Committee
The Conference is organized by the Balkan Sociological Forum and the Bulgarian Socio-
logical Association, and supported by the International Sociological Association. Also tak-
ing part in the organization are the French Institute in Bulgaria, Sofia University St. Kliment 
Ohridski, and the Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy 
of Sciences. The Conference is being held in parallel with the 13th Congress of the Bulgar-
ian Sociological Association.

Organizing Committee
Lekë SOKOLI –  president of the Balkan Sociological Forum,  

University Martin Barleti, Tirana, Albania
Svetla KOLEVA –  vice-president of the Balkan Sociological Forum, president of Bulgarian 

Sociological Association, Institute for the Study of Societies and 
Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria

Gjon BORIÇI – Albanian University, Tirana, Albania
Ognjen Čaldarović – president of Croatian Sociological Association
Todor GALEV –  Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge,  

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Maya GREKOVA – Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria
Ivo HRISTOV – Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria
Martin KANOUSHEV – New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria
Jonida LAMAJ – Balkan Sociological Forum Secretary, Albanian Institute of Sociology 
Svetla MARINOVA – Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria
Mihail MIRCHEV – University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria
diana NENKova –  Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge,  

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Andrei NONCHEV – University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria
Ali PAJAzITI – South East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia
Miroslava radEva – Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski and MBMD Ltd., Bulgaria
Sunai RAIMI – State University of Tetovo, Macedonia
Rumiana STOILOVA –  Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian 

Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
Gorgi TONOVSKI – FON University, Skopje, Macedonia

Secretary of the Conference:
diana NENKOVA: bsa@sociology.bas.bg, diana@sociology.bas.bg

Vladimir vladov: vcvladov@yahoo.com

dona PicKard: dona.pickard@gmail.com

Working languages of the conference: English and Bulgarian. 

Statutes of the  
balkan Sociological Forum (bSF)

	
Introduction

The Statutes were originally adopted at the Constituent Meeting held in Tirana-Al-
bania, on November 22, 2011 where the BSF was formally established. 

	
Article 1: the BSF Purposes 

1.1 The Balkan Sociological Forum (BSF) is an Association of Collective Mem-
bers, composed of the National Sociological Associations of Balkan Countries, Re-
gional Associations inside Countries, research institutions, and Universities or their 
faculties/departments.

1.2 BSF is opened to organizations and institutions of sociologists, regardless of 
their school of thought or scientific approaches.

1.3 BSF is opened to organizations and institutions of other social sciences.

	
Article 2: the Objectives of BSF

2.1 The goal of the BSF is to advance sociological knowledge in Balkan, to sup-
port and strengthen the free development of sociology in cooperation with similar 
associations of social scientists; 

2.2 To establishing permanent cooperation between the existing National Socio-
logical Associations, sociologists and other social scholars of Balkan region;

2.3 To promote National Associations (NAs) of Sociology and other social sciences 
in Balkans; promoting the development of sociology and other social sciences in 
this region, stressing the disciplinary identity, and the intellectual tradition of soci-
ology and other social sciences;

2.4 To identify the common problems of Balkan countries and develop supra-na-
tional research networks; Making sociology and social sciences more visible to 
policy makers of Balkans countries;

2.5 To improve communication among sociologists and other social scholars of 
Balkan countries; providing a more substantial cooperation between associations, 
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institutions and networks of Balkans countries; securing and developing institution-
al and personal contacts between sociologists and other social scientists throughout 
the Balkans; exchanging information, studies, databases, scholars, students etc.; 
having spaces in journals, newsletters, websites etc., for advertising the activities 
of each other;

2.6 To organizing the Annual Balkan Sociological Forum, or the BSF Annual Con-
ference, possibly by turn in each country;

	
Article 3: the Members of BSF 

3.1 BSF is an organization of collective members, either regular or affiliated;

3.2 Regular collective members shall be countrywide sociological associations of 
Balkan Countries, Regional Associations inside Countries, research institutions 
and Universities (or their departments);

3.3 Affiliated collective members shall be countrywide associations of Balkan 
Countries, Regional Associations inside Countries, research institutions and Uni-
versities (or their departments) of other social sciences;

3.4 Regular and affiliated collective members shall be admitted to membership by 
a decision of the BSF Representative Council; 

3.5 All members shall respect the principles upon which the BSF is founded, and 
contribute to its purposes;

	
Article 4: the Representative Council

4.1 The Representative Council of BSF represents the collective members within 
BSF;

4.2 The Representative Council of BSF shall be composed of:
(a) Two national representatives for each National Association regular member of BSF;
(b) One representative from each of the other members of BSF such as: Regional Associations 
inside Countries, research institutions and Universities (or their Faculties/Departments);
(c). The president, vice-president and the former presidents of BSF 
4.3 Each affiliated member may have one representative in the Representative 
Council with the right to participate, but not to vote;

4.4 A quorum of at least one half the members is necessary for the Representative 
Council of BSF to reach decisions. Decisions shall be made by a majority vote of 
those present and voting (and these sending electronic or postal ballots);

4.5. The Representative Council of BSF shall normally meet at every the Annual 
Balkan Sociological Forum (or Conference);

4.6 If it is necessary, but not possible to organize a meeting of the Representative 
Council between regular annual meetings, the President or the Vice-President of 
BSF may initiate electronic ‘meetings’ of the Representative Council and decisions 
may be made by electronic votes.

	
Article 5: the President and the Vice-President of BSF

5.1 The BSF President shall legally represent the BSF both internally and exter-
nally, and shall have general responsibility for the activity of BSF during his/her 
presidency, for the implementation of the policy of BSF and for supervision of the 
activity of the BSF Secretariat. S/he shall chair the meetings of the Representative 
Council; in his/her absence, the meeting will be chaired by a Vice-President;

5.2 As a rule, the President of BSF would be from the organizer country of the BSF 
Annual Conference;

5.3 As a rule, the Vice-President of BSF would be from the country of the next BSF 
Annual Conference;

5.4 The Vice-President is the Head of the Organizing Committee of the next Balkan 
Sociological Annual Conference;

5.5 The same person cannot be the President or Vice-President of BSF for more 
than one year (from one to the next annual meeting of Representative Council); 

5.6 Normally the Vice-President will assume the presidency the year following 
his/her term as Vice-President.

	
Article 6: Elections and Nominations

6.1 The members of Representative Council shall be elected (or nominated) by the 
Collective members of BSF; 

6.2 Each National Association, regular member of BSF, shall elect from its mem-
bers, the representative(s) for the Representative Council of BSF;
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6.2 The BSF Secretary or a member of BSF Secretariat cannot be at the same time 
member of the Representative Council. The Secretary of BSF can participate in the 
meetings, but cannot vote on actionable agenda items; 

6.4 The Representative Council elects each year the President and the Vice- Presi-
dent of BSF. 

	
Article 7: the Annual Balkan Forums/Conferences

7.1 BSF organizes the Annual Balkan Sociological Conference, normally by turn 
in each country;

7.2 The location of each Annual Balkan Conference shall be chosen by the Repre-
sentative Council at least one year before it is due to be held, based on proposals of 
BSF collective members;

7.3 The choice of the Country for organizing the Annual Balkan Conference shall 
give due attention to the need for diversity of locations over time, as well as to local 
organizational resources and physical capacity;

7.4 An ‘ad hoc committee’, as a rule headed by the Vice-President of BSF, will be 
formed by the Representative Council for organizing the Annual Balkan Confer-
ence, at least six months before it is held.

	
Article 8: BSF Secretary (or Secretariat)

8.1 The Representative Council may nominate a Secretary of BSF, or its Secre-
tariat.

8.2 The Secretary of the BSF shall normally be appointed for a four-year term; the 
term is renewable without limit. She/he shall be in charge of the administrative and 
financial affairs of BSF;

8.3 The Secretary (or Secretariat) in consultation with the Vice-President, shall 
present to the Representative Council the annual financial report (from one to next 
annual Forum/Conference);

8.4 The location of the Secretariat’s office shall be determined by the Representa-
tive Council. 

Note: For the first year (up to the 2nd BSF Meeting of 2012) the location of the BSF 
secretariat will be the offices of Albanian Institute of Sociology, Tirana-Albania.

Article 9: Financial Sources and Responsibilities 

9.1 The Financial Sources of BSF are based on the volunteer contributions of its 
Collective members, and other legitimate financial supports; 

9.2 The BSF Secretary (or Secretariat) shall be in charge of the financial affairs of 
the BSF.

	
Article 10: Amendments to the Statutes 

10.1 The Representative Council has the right to amend the Statutes of BSF;

10.2 Amendments to the Statutes of BSF may only be voted on Representative 
Council regular meetings;

10.3 Proposals for amendments to the Statutes may be made by any member of 
BSF and must reach the BSF Secretary (or Secretariat) at least two months before 
the Annual Meeting; 

10.4 The BSF Secretary (or Secretariat) informs the Representative Council of the 
proposals received, and shall subsequently circulate them by appropriate means 
among all the members of the Representative Council;

	
BSF Founding Members
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CONFERENCE PROGRammE
November 9, 2012	 Aula Magna of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

09.00–09.30 Registration

09.30–10.00 Opening of the Conference and Welcome Addresses
Svetla KOLEVA, President of Bulgarian Sociological Association
Ivan ILCHEV, Rector of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski
Rumiana STOILOVA, Director of the Institute for the Study of Societies  

and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

10.00–11.15 Plenary Session 
Moderator: Maya GREKOVA

Roberto CIPRIANI, President of the European Sociological Association 
Council of National Sociological Associations 
The Future of European Sociology

Lekë SOKOLI, President of the Balkan Sociological Forum 
Considering Change and Progress in the Balkan Context: 	
Old and New Challenges

Petar-Emil MITEV, Ivan Hadjiyski Institute for Social Values  
and Structures, Sofia, &  
Svetla KOLEVA, Institute for the Study  
of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia 
The Balkans in the Sociological Perspective

11.15–11.40 Coffee Break

11.40–12.30 Plenary Session (continued)
Georgy FOTEV, Professor Emeritus of New Bulgarian University, Sofia 

The End of Balkanization
François SOULAGES, University Paris 8/H2H & Retina.International 

A Critical Questioning on the Concept of Balkanization: 	
Is the Concept of Balkanization Essentially Ideological or, 	
on the Contrary, Theoretical-Critical?

13.00–14.00 Lunch (Hotel of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

14.00–16.00 THEMATIC SESSIONS (six)

16.00–16.30 Coffee break

16.30–19.30 THEMATIC SESSIONS (continued)

20.00 Cocktail

CONFERENCE PROGRammE
November 10, 2012	 Hotel of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

09.00–10.30	 Organizational Session of the Balkan Sociological Forum
● Lekë SOKOLI, President of the BSF –  

Report
● Discussion about future collaboration and exchange 	

of the BSF with national sociological associations, 	
with the International Association of French-speaking 	
Sociologists and the Research Group of Gilles Rouet

Marc-Henry SOULET, Vice-president of the International  
Association of French-speaking Sociologists –  
Presentation of AISLF

Serge DUFOULON, University Pierre Mendès France, Grenoble,  
Gilles ROUET, University Paris Descartes/KEKS,  
Banska Bystrica/French Institute in Bulgaria,  
François SOULAGES, University Paris 8/H2H &  
Retina.International &  
Ivaylo DICHEV, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski – 
Presentation of the Project “Aesthetisation of public space”, 
2013 (Sofia-Kosice-Paris)

Vladimir DIMITROV, Deputy Director of the Institute of Organic  
Chemistry with Centre of Phytochemistry, &  
Simeon ANGELOV, Secretary for the International Cooperation, 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences –  
UNESCO-supported Balkan Networks 	
in the Field of Natural Sciences: Phytochemistry 	
and Chemistry of Natural Products as a Means 	
of Sustainable Development and Economic Growth; 	
Possibilities for Cooperation with the Social Sciences

● Election of the new Representative Council of the BSF

10.30–11.00 Coffee Break

11.00–13.00 THEMATIC PANELS (five)

13.00–13.30 Closing Session

14.30–18.00 Organizational Session of the XIII Congress 	
of the Bulgarian Sociological Association

The working languages of the conference will be English and Bulgarian. 
Translation between these two languages will be provided during the plenary session.
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thEmatIC SESSIONS
November 9, 2012	 Aula Magna of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

1. balkan Societies:  
heritages and modernizations
14.00–16.00 Moderator: Jacques L. BOUCHER

Patricia VANNIER, University of Toulouse, France 
Varna, 1970: Bulgaria Welcomes International Sociology 	
for the 7th ISA Congress

Strasko STOJANOVSKI, University Goce Delcev, Shtip, Macedonia 
Territorial Bases of Balkan Nationalism: 	
The Case of Late Ottoman Macedonia

Magdalini VAMPA, University F. S. Noli, korca, Albania 
Culture and Leadership

Teodora KARAMELSKA, New Bulgarian University/Institute for the Study  
of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria, &  
Galina GONCHAROVA, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria 
Images of Socialism in a Biographical Context: The Religious Perspective 
on the Recent Past in Bulgaria and Romania	

16.30–19.30 Moderator: Jonida LAMAJ

Esilda LUKU, University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania 
A Viewpoint on the Denial of the Religious Beliefs and the Albanian 	
Communist State in 1967

Kiril KIRILOV, South-West University Neophit Rilski, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria 
Religious, Traditional, and Cultural Heritage of Bulgarians in Modernizing 
Societies. Sociological Studies – a “Catalyst” for Unifying the Balkans

Jonid KAZANI, Albanian Power Corporation & Denisa MERTIRI, Albania 
Blood Feuds, a Medieval Reflection on Modern Times, 	
a Return or a Misuse of the Phenomenon?

Sunaj RAIMI, University of Tetovo, Macedonia 
The Albanians’ Culture of Inter-religious Tolerance. 	
The Case of Gjergj Elez Alia

Esmeralda SELITA, University of Arts, Tirana, Albania 
Diversities and Similarity – Political-Social Factors of the Reception of Mod-
ern Drama in the Balkan Theatre, before and after the Decline of Commu-
nism (Case Study: Theatres in Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia and Serbia)

Gjorgji TONOVSKI, FON University, Skopje, Macedonia 
Are the Balkans still the “Bloody” Balkans?	

thEmatIC SESSIONS
November 9, 2012	 Aula Magna of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

2.  Global Social Order, States,  
Political Practices, Citizens

14.00–16.00 Moderator: Ali PAJAZITI

Enis FITA, Kristal University, Tirana, Albania 
Transformation of the Concept of Global Security after the End of the Cold War

Denis CELCIMA FEJZAJ, University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania 
Eu Democracy Promotion and the Need for Reforms in Albania

Olsi BAZE, Kristal University, Tirana, Albania 
The Role of the Albanian Factor in the EU Integration Process

Halim BAJRAKTARI, University of Prizren, Kosovo & Savina BARI, Quincy College, USA 
Functioning of the Regional Institutions in the Democratization Process 	
as a Guarantor of Social Order in the Balkans	

16.30–19.30 Moderator: Ivo HRISTOV

Saimir OSMANI, Institute of European Studies, Tirana, Albania 
The Political Crisis in the Region during the 20th Century

Oltion KADAIFCIU, Krisral University, Tirana, Albania 
Some Opinions on the Nature of the Political Cleavages in Albania

Ali PAJAZITI, South-East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia 
Cultural Tensions as Challenges of Post-Transitional Society: Carnival and 
Sport (2012) as Fragmentation Tools

Jouko NIKULA, Finnish Center for Russian and Eastern European Studies, University 
of Helsinki, Finland 
Civil Attitudes on Environment in Serbia

Jonuz ABDULLAI, South-East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia 
Interethnic Relations in Transitional Macedonia

Loreta TOZAJ, University Ismail Qemali, Vlora, Albania 
Albanian Citizenship and the Long Road to European Citizenship

Emilian M. DOBRESCU, Department of Economics, Laws and Sociology, &  
Edith DOBRE, National Economic Research Institute,  
Romanian Academy of Sciences, Bucharest, Romania 
Three Creative Forces of the Planet	
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thEmatIC SESSIONS
November 9, 2012	 Aula Magna of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

3.  the Contemporary Economic Crisis:  
Policies, Strategies, Solutions

14.00–16.00 Moderator: Lekë SOKOLI

Vassil KIROV & Ekaterina MARKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowl-
edge, Sofia, Bulgaria  
Crisis and Vulnerability

Merita XHUMARI, University of Tirana, Albania 
The Impact of EU Integration in the Balkans Welfare States

Galina KOLEVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Problems and Possibilities in the Field of Business

Vaeld ZHEZHA & Eriona KATRO, Albanian University, Tirana, Albania 
Market Regulation in Albania from the First Years of Transition until Today	

16.30–19.30 Moderator: Mihail MIRCHEV

Kamelia PETKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Success through the Eyes of a Roma Businessman 	
in Times of Economic Crisis

Rumiana BUDJEVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria 
The Consequences of Economic and Social Crisis Seen through 	
the Eyes of Children

Lediana XHAKOLLARI, University Luigj Gurakuqi, Shkodra, Albania 
Quality of Work Life and Opportunity for Career Growth 	
(The Case of Mental Health Workers in Albania)

Migena KAPLLANAJ, University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
Community’s and Beneficiaries’ Perceptions of Social Services in Albania

Gazmend ZENELI, University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania,  
Jonida TARAJ, University Martin Barleti, Tirana, Albania &  
Haki KOLA, Netherlands Development Organization, Prishtina, Kosovo 
“The Boundary Does Not Twist”: A Historical and Sociological Overview 	
of the Community Forestry in Albania

Nevila KOCOLLARI & Thomaida XHOXHAJ, University of Tirana, Albania 
“Forgetful” Sociologies of Yesterday and Albanians’ Capital Epoch. 	
Human Behavior

Jorde JAKIMOVSKI, University Ss. Ciryl and Methodius/ 
Institute for Sociological, Political and Juridical Research, Skopje, Macedonia 
Sociology of the Labor Force

thEmatIC SESSIONS
November 9, 2012	 Aula Magna of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

4. mobility and Social Inequalities
14.00–16.00 Moderator: Rumiana STOILOVA

Adrian DUSA, University of Bucharest, Romania 
Accessing Social Science Research Data in Eastern Europe: Opportunities 
and Challenges

Serge DUFOULON, University Pierre Mendès France, Grenoble, France 
The Salmon Swim Upstream Dams Well: The Border Mobility, 	
and Exchanges

Kire SHARLAMANOV, International Balkan University, Skopje, Macedonia 
Mobility and Social Inequalities in Macedonia

Tzocho ZLATKOV, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Social Mobility Patterns in the Period of Crucial Change

Eglantina HYSA, Epoka University, Tirana, Albania 
Correlation between Inequality and Human Development in Albania	

16.30–19.30 Moderator: Adrian DUSA

Valentina MILENKOVA, South-West University Neophit Rilski, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria 
Educational Achievements and Well-being

Xhuljeta KRASTA, University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
Gender Inequality and Ttransition Politics in Southeast Europe

Mihai Dinu GHEORGHIU, University Alexandru I. Cuza, Iasi, Romania/Centre for Euro-
pean Sociology and Political Science, Paris, France 
The Mobility of Romanian Academic Elites: The Test of European Construc-
tion

Eralda ZHILLA, University of Tirana, Albania 
Herzberg‘s Motivation Hygiene Theory and the Job Characteristics Model in 
Albanian Universities: The Main Effect of Pay Satisfaction

Irena NIKAJ, Aleksandra PILURI, Mariela BURDA & Donika DARDHA,  
University of Korca, Albania 
Trajectories of Individual and Societal Changes through Transition

Dimitar BLAGOEV, University St. Kliment Ohridski, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Status Changes and/or Mobility? The Case of Small Towns	
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thEmatIC SESSIONS
November 9, 2012	 Aula Magna of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

5.  transformations of Identities and  
Social Relationships in the balkans

14.00–16.00 Moderator: Mariana DRAGANOVA

Gilles ROUET, GEPECS, University Paris Descartes, France/KEKS,  
Banska Bystrica, Slovakia/French Institute in Bulgaria 
Walls and Gates: Boundaries and Identities

Ljubiša MITROVIC & Gordana STOJIC, University of Niš, Serbia 
Contemporary Sociological Research of Culture, Ethnic Relations, 	
and Identities in the Balkans

Krastina PETKOVA & Pepka BOYADJIEVA,  
Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria  
Emotions and National Identity in a Comparative Perspective: 	
Bulgaria, Albania, and Germany

Zamira CAVO, Dorian JANO & Fatjona QURKU, University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
Troublesome Identities or a Question of ‘Order’? 	
Nationalism vs. Polity Scepticism in the Balkans

Reis MULITA, University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
Empowering Balkan Neighbors through Good Knowledge 	
and Innovative Communication

Liliana DEYANOVA, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria 
Balkan Places of Memory and European Memory Laws 	
(A Debate in 2011–2012 in Bulgaria, Macedonia and Beyond)

16.30–19.30 Moderator: Adrian DUSA

Kanakis LELEDAKIS, Hellenic Sociological Society, Greece  
Identities, Economic Crisis and Social Reproduction in Greece

Ioanna-Stamatina PANAGIOTAKOPOULOU, University of Cassino, Italy  
Identity Traits and Social Cohesion of Leadership at the Workplace. 	
Traditional and New Perspectives in Our Time

Mirela SINANI, University of Tirana, Albania 
Language as the Existential Way of Peoples through the Vortex of Complex 
Integrative Developments: From the Definition of Language as Main Ele-
ment of National Identity to that as Main Way of Comunicaton between 
People

Dilina BESHIRI, University Aleksander Moisiu,  
Durres & Edi PUKA, European University of Tirana, Albania 
Female Identity. The Albanian Women between 	
Tradition and Transformation

Anastasia-Valentine RIGAS, University of Crete, Greece 
Social Representations of Greek Graduate Students Regarding their Na-
tional and European Identity

Jorida RUSTEMI, University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
A Study of Albanians’ Attitudes toward Serbs

Svetlozar KIRILOV, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria 
Integration of the Roma – “Mission Impossible”?

thEmatIC SESSIONS
November 9, 2012	 Aula Magna of Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

6.  Education and Youth
14.00–16.00 Moderator: Pierre LENEL

Jani SOTA, University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania 
Globalization and Education for All: The Challenge of the 21st Century

Eurona LEKA, University Martin Barleti, Tirana, Albania – The Bologna Process in a 
Comparative Perspective: Albania in the Balkan and European Context

Robert DIMITROVSKI, FSS Skopje University, Macedonia & Mariya AVRAMOVSKA, Amik-
farm, Skopje, Macedonia – Education as a Bridge between Balkan Countries

Ermioni CEKANI, Institute of Sociology of Albania & Erdina CEKANI, University of Tirana, Al-
bania – Problematics of Teachers in Albania Including the Wider Balkan Context

16.30–19.30 Moderator: Adrian DUSA

Natyra AGANI, University of Prishtina, Kosovo – Student’s Perceptions of School Vio-
lence, Bullying, and School Safety in an Emerging Democracy: Experiences 
of Albanian and Serbian Children in the Republic of Kosovo

Ledia KASHAHU, University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania – Social Justice in 
Parent-teacher Relations and Academic Achievement of Teenagers. Oppor-
tunities for Change Based on the New Law of Education in Albania

Isidor KOTI, University of Elbasan, Albania – School Education and Some of the In-
tervention Techniques for Success in the Future

Esmeralda BIRCAJ, Special School, Vlora, Aranit GJIPALI, University Ismail Qemali, 
Vlora, & Mirela SPIRO, gymnasium Ali Demi, Vlora, Albania 
Drawing as a Helpful and Healthy Teaching Tool for Children with Disabilities

Ardita ABDULI, State University, Tetovo, Macedonia 
The Social Consequences of the Use of Narcotic Substances among Adoles-
cents in Tetovo

Evaggelia KALERANTE, University West Macedonia, Greece 
University Level Educational Policy in Economic Crisis: Observations and 
Interpretations by Albanian Immigrant University Students
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thEmatIC PaNElS
November 10, 2012	 Hotel of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Institute for Bulgarian Language 

1.  visible and Invisible minorities  
in the balkans

11.00–13.00 Moderator: Maya GREKOVA

Elona BANO, University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
Minorities in the Balkans – Contribution, Mobility, and Inequality

Corina IOSIF, Folklore Archive Institute,  
Romanian Academy of Sciences, Cluj, Romania 
From the “Nation” to the “Ethnos”: 	
Identity Politics in the Aromanian Case	

thEmatIC PaNElS
November 10, 2012	 Hotel of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Institute for Bulgarian Language 

2.  Challenges to Public Governance  
in the balkan Countries:  
Peculiarities of the Interaction between  
Public authorities, business, and NGOs

11.00–13.00 Moderator: Tatiana TOMOVA

Jonida LAMAJ, University Martin Barleti, Tirana &  
Oltion PENGU, Department of Strategy and Donor Coordination,  
Council of Ministers, Albania 
Joint Initiatives for Regional Development on Social Institution Support

Antoniy GALABOV, New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Modernization of Public Administration in the Balkans

Geogri DIMITROV, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria 
Beyond the Vicious Circle of the Impossible Reform 	
in Public Administration

Hristo ATANASOV, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria 
The Interaction between Administration, 	
Market and Civil Society as a Part of the Good Governance	

thEmatIC PaNElS
November 9, 2012	 Institute for Bulgarian Language

3.  balkan Crossroads: Strategies, Routes, and adap-
tation of trans-national migrants

14.00-16.00 Moderator: Krastyo PETKOV

Hasan JASHARI, South-East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia 
Sociological View of the New Phenomena of Emigration in the Balkans

Kiril KERTIKOV, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria 
From Being a Target of Potential Counter-terrorism, Bulgaria Has Turned 
into One of Real Counter-terrorism

Yoan HRISTOV, University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Social Assessment of Integration Policies for Macedonian Immigrants in 
Bulgaria

Anna KRASTEVA, New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Beyond Borders: Balkan Migration Policies and Individual Strategies

Temenuga RAKADJIISKA, University for National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Bulgarian and Romanian Migrant Labour Realization 	
on the European Labour Market	

thEmatIC PaNElS
November 10, 2012	 Hotel of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Institute for Bulgarian Language 

4.  Disloyal Practices and Risky Perspectives  
on Empirical Sociology

11.00–13.00 Moderators: Mihail MIRCHEV & Ekaterina MARKOVA

Discussion topics
Mihail MIRCHEV, University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria &  

Svetlana SEYKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge,  
Sofia, Bulgaria 
Problems in Measurement – 	
Challenges to Professionalism

Ekaterina MARKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria 
& Vyara STOILOVA, University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Unfair Practices and Upholding the Prestige 	
and the Subject of Sociology	
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Panel Discussion
How to bring quality standards in the research field – 	
not only in political elections, but also in civilian expertise 	
on policy dialogue in key areas of society?

With the participation of
Michail MIRCHEV, University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria
Ekaterina MARKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria
Svetlana SEYKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria
Vyara STOILOVA, University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria
Kaloyan HARALAMPIEV, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski
Julius PAVLOV, DAC, Sofia
Krasimir KALINOV, New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria 

thEmatIC PaNElS
November 10, 2012	 Hotel of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Institute for Bulgarian Language 

5.   Sociology of Science & technology  
Perspective to the balkan  
Countries’ Development

11.00–13.00 Moderator: Ivan TCHALAKOV

Ivan TCHALAKOV, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia &  
University of Plovdiv Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria 
The Amateur’s Action in Science

Mimi VASSILEVA, University of Plovdiv Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria 
Marketing the Results of Applied Research: Doing Technology Transfer in a 
Bulgarian University

Tihomir MITEV, University of Plovdiv Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria 
Teaching Science and Technology Studies in Bulgaria

Veneta MITEVA & Kadrie SELIMOVA, University of Plovdiv Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria 
Astronomy as a Form of Life

Yuliya RUZHINA, University of Plovdiv Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria 
Science – Business Relationships: 	
Lessons from a University Innovation Incubator	

ardita abDulI
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

The Social Consequences of the Use of Narcotic Substances among Adolescents in Tetovo
Given the facts that deviant behavior, such as delinquency, alchoholism, violent crimes, is widespread among adoles-
cents in our country, it is very important to know what the social causes and consequences are from drug abuse among 
young people; here we will focus on the situation in Tetovo.
The factors referred to in this discussion of drug abuse among adolescents are: the personality of these children, the 
impact of their families, their school and education, the neighborhood, etc. 
This research is based on empirical findings obtained from interviews and from a survey on adolescents in the town of 
Tetovo, and seeks to establish where users find the drugs they use, the places where they use drugs, and their relations 
with their families and friends.

Contact: State University of Tetovo, Macedonia, Department of Sociology 
E-mail: abduliardita@yahoo.com

Jonuz abDullaI
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Interethnic Relations in Transitional Macedonia
In this paper we will indicate the causes and consequences of the social transformation under the impact of the political 
and economical changes in southeastern Europe after the 1990s, with emphasis on the Balkan region and more specifically 
on Macedonia. A sociological analysis will be made of Macedonian society as a whole, using the comparative method and 
content analysis. The following issues will be dealt with in this paper:
● The establishment of false interethnic harmony and relations;
● The development of a false identity, as claimed by the opposition leaders with regard to the Skopje 2014 

project;
● The development of the multi-ethnic state, state symbols, institutions, and civil society;
● The political culture of the citizens;
● Identification with the leader and identifying a particular nation with the state;
● Stereotypical images that ethnic groups have of each other, viewed as a cause of deteriorating interethnic rela-

tions between Macedonians and Albanians;
● Reconciliation of neighbors within the country and among different states in the region;
● The development of a multi-ethnic society based on Liphard’s theory;
● The establishment of a civil society based on multi-ethnic values and features.
A solution to these and many other problems is offered at the end of the paper: the establishment of a consensual de-
mocracy, which is the most functional model for multi-ethnic countries.
A survey on interethnic relations between Macedonians and Albanians has been conducted with a sample of SEEU stu-
dents; the results will be presented in a supplement to the final version of the paper.

Contact: South-East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia, Department of Public Administration and Political Sciences 
E-mail: j.abdullai@seeu.edu.mk

Natyra F. aGaNI
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

Student’s Perceptions of School Violence, Bullying, and School Safety in an Emerging 
Democracy: Experiences of Albanian and Serbian Children in the Republic of Kosovo
Statistics suggest that school violence is prevalent in the Balkan region. However, Balkan culture in general and Kosovar society 
in particular have paid little attention to bullying among school children, in part because there is no word to designate bullying. 
In order to explore the prevalence and nature of school violence, bullying, and children’s perceptions of school safety in Kosovo, 
a sample survey of 247 participants (Albanian and Serbian students, 6th through 9th grade) was conducted. Bivariate analyses 
were used to explore association between two variables (e.g., exposure to school violence and children’s victimization); analysis 
of variance (ANOVA) and crosstabs were used to test for group differences based on demographic items (age, gender, grade, 
ethnicity, and socio-economic status) and perceptions of school violence, bullying, and school safety. The findings showed that 
the majority of participants perceived their schools as ‘often or always’ safe, although children reported fairly frequent exposure 
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Elona baNO
THEMATIC PANEL: Visible and Invisible Minorities in the Balkans

Minorities in the Balkans – Contribution, Mobility, and Inequality
It is interesting how the separate Balkan peoples seek to know each other while clearly differentiate themselves, each 
people protecting its special identity; from a world sociological perspective, being a Balkan person / individual remains 
something typologically very distinct. We know that the Balkans is a relatively small geographical area that contains a 
variety of ethnic groups with a history that reaches back to antiquity and still living a traditional way of life.
This paper proposes to study the contribution of minorities in the process of designing a new state of laws. The stress is on 
the contribution of the Vlach/Aromanian minority in the Balkans. It is interesting to see how circumstances can influence 
not only the behaviour of a community but the history of a state as well.
In Romania, the Aromanian/Vlach minority is hermetically enclosed, fanatically loyal to its traditional mode of life, while 
on the other hand, the members of this community living in Bulgaria, Macedonia, Albania, and Greece are open to the so-
ciety at large and have had a big influence in these countries. An eloquent example of this is the artistic, politic, economic 
contribution made by the minority to the national revivals of their respective countries.
This paper also proposes to give a specific legal point of view on the present situation of this minority in Balkan states in 
respect to the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities adopted by the Council of Europe.

Contact: University Marin Barleti, Tirana, Albania, Faculty of Law 
E-mail: elona_bano@yahoo.com

Olsi baZE
THEMATIC SESSION: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

The Role of the Albanian Factor in the EU Integration Process
Albania was recognized as an independent state in 1912. At the same time it lost its territories as a result of a diplomatic 
agreement between the Great Powers at the Conference of Ambassadors in 1912 and the Congress of Berlin in 1913. 
The Albanian population was separated and condemned to live in different states. In this context the question of the self-
determination of the ethnic Albanians living outside the country became a national question.
The breakdown of the Former Yugoslavia brought about a new geopolitical reality. Most Albanians who had lived in that 
Federation were separated in several new states; Serbia, Montenegro, and Macedonia.
During the wars and crises in the Balkans, Albania was the political epicenter of the various ethnic Albanians, who had 
greatly differing demands. It is shown in this study that a destabilization of one Albanian area destabilizes the entire re-
gion. Albania played a stabilizing and constructive role regarding the Albanian question; it supported the Kosovars’ claims 
to obtaining the status of a Republic in Yugoslavia, and the claims of the Albanians in Macedonia and Montenegro to be 
recognized as a national community. This paper presents a chronological study of recent years of the Balkan states where 
ethnic Albanians live; the criteria for EU integration will be analyzed, revealing the importance that they played not only in 
the political stabilization of the respective countries, but also in the process of EU integration. 

Contact: Kristal University, Tirana, Albania, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences 
E-mail: olsibaze@hotmail.com

Dilina bEShIRI, Edi Puka
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Female Identity.	Albanian Women	between Tradition and Transformation
The aim of this paper is to examine the activities of Albanian women in our society; these activities are closely connected 
with the circumstances in which the Albanian people act and live. Therefore it is necessary to give a historical overview 
outlining the role and empowerment of women in a historical context, considering the profound social, cultural, economic 
and political events after the fall of the Communist regime.
Today, the traditional treatment of Albanian women, in various environments, is gradually being surmounted; Albanian 
women recognize the importance of education as necessary for admission to higher social levels; society is increasingly 
promoting their fundamental rights.
In fact, the transformation of gender roles in general and particularly the empowerment of women, which now characterizes 
our society, is an exciting process but a contradictory one, still incomplete and often painful to the individual; at times it is 
a source of new ethical irresponsibility and of costs for the community. For this reason we will analyze the socio-economic 

to school violence, the most prevalent forms being physical and verbal harassment and physical attacks. However, students in 
this sample reported lower prevalence of bullying compared with students from other countries (e.g., Macedonia and Serbia) in 
the region. Comparisons between Albanian and Serbian students based on age, gender, ethnicity, and socio-economic status, 
and experiences of bullying were explored. Potential mediating factors, such as cultural differences regarding conceptualization 
and definitions of bullying in the Albanian and Serbian language, will be discussed, as will implications for policy and practice.

Contact: University of Prishtina, Kosovo 
E-mail: nagani@g.clemson.edu

hristo ataNaSOv
themAtic PAnel: Challenges to Public Governance in the Balkan Countries:  

Peculiarities of the Interaction between Public Authorities, Business, and NGOs

The Interaction between Administration, 	
Market and Civil Society as a Part of the Good Governance
Public administration today and most likely in the future there are many different roles than a tool for enforcing and dem-
onstrating power. It is made up of people – arranged hierarchically and functionally and is destined to serve the people in 
their diversity: citizens, businesses, non-governmental organizations. This happens in several ways.
First, through the observance of the already acquired principles such as: responsiveness and accountability, transpar-
ency and accountability, legitimacy and expediency, and so on.
Second, through the implementation of new principles coming from European path of Bulgaria like the right of good 
governance. This in turn brings us to the theoretical foundations of good governance as a substance of effectiveness, 
efficiency and cooperativeness.
Third, the adoption of communication models, channels and forms between stakeholders. These interactions – vertical, 
horizontal, network – shape new look and expand public administration rounds of challenges it will face. The central and 
local governments cannot escape the classic triangle known as the equality of state, market and civil society in the policy 
making process consistent with the concept of good governance.
Fourth, as a full member of the European Union (EU) Bulgaria could not afford to develop in a way that leads only to 
sanctions, proverbial incompetence and inefficiency combined with net financial losses for the state. Here is the place of 
incentive to the Bulgarian public administration. The adoption of the Lisbon Treaty and a number of accompanying meas-
ures faces EU to the new horizons. Especially in light of the recent and still current Global financial crisis the Community 
rethinks its future smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. However there are no way things happen the way we want 
without rethinking the balance between authorities and their interaction of other segments of society.

Contact: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria 
E-mail: atanasov.hristo@gmail.com

halim baJRaktaRI, Savina baRI
themAtic SeSSion: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Functioning of the Regional Institutions in the Democratization Process 	
as a Guarantor of Social Order in the Balkans
In the past two decades, countries of the Balkan region were fully involved in and oriented to the democratization process, 
which was marked by the influence of nationalistic phenomena and the residue of the former Communist system, which 
manipulated institutions. During this period, the democratization process has been characterized and conditioned by a 
duality of purpose of these countries: on one hand, a morphogenesis process was undertaken in order to change the 
form, structure and system status, but on the other hand, a morphostatis process was pursued, in order to preserve the 
old structures and forms. Lying at the center of the democratization process are the institutions recognized as structures 
that guarantee the social order, and that manifest the determination of rules or social legal actions between state and 
individual: an expression of the principle of extensiveness. Can the institutions work within this duality? And can citizens 
feel completely involved in the establishment of a democratic state? The paper will treat of problems that have been 
experienced during the democratization process, and will make a a comparative analysis the modalities of the evolution 
process in the Balkans, aimed at the establishment of a social and democratic state.

Contacts: Halim Bajraktari: University of Prizren, Kosovo 
E-mail: halim.bajraktari@uni-prizren.com, halimbajraktari@hotmail.com

Contacts: Savina Bari: Quincy College, MA, USA 
E-mail: savina.bari@fac.quincycollege.edu
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formation and transformation of the individual and social personality of Albanian women during the transition period.

Contacts: Dilina Beshiri: University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania, Faculty of Education 
E-mail: delina_b@hotmail.com

Contacts: Edi Puka: European University of Tirana, Albania, Faculty of Social Science

Esmeralda bIRCaJ, aranit GJIPalI, mirela SPIRO
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

Drawing as a Helpful and Healthy Teaching Tool for Children with Disabilities
When dealing with health education of children with disabilities, many issues arise. It is well-known that the arts play an 
important role in mental, psychological, and physical health. The main purpose of this study is to provide evidence of the 
need for painting and drawing to be included in the training curriculum of children with disabilities, and be taught in set-
ting specific goals and by educated artists.
The study was conducted using the methods of experiment, observation, inquiry, analysis and synthesis of the results. 
Fifteen children were trained in painting to the accompaniment of music and the results convincingly show the health 
impact of art on their physical behavior and emotional state. The exhibition at the end of the experiment and the results 
of the analyses of children’s physical and emotional behavior as well as the other teachers’ impressions suggest the 
need for painting projects like ours to be regularly included in the school programme and to become part of the health 
education of children with disabilities.

Contacts: Esmeralda Birçaj: Special School, Vlora, Albania 
E-mail: aldabircaj@hotmail.com
Contacts: Aranit Gjipali: University Ismail Qemali, Vlora, Albania, Department of Educational Sciences 
E-mail: aranitgjipali@yahoo.it
Contacts: Mirela Spiro: Gymnasium Ali Demi, Vlora, Albania 
E-mail: mirela.aleksi@yahoo.com 

Dimitar blaGOEv
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Status Changes and/or Mobility? The Case of Small Towns
The paper discusses both the theoretical and empirical grounds of a sociological perspective on social statuses in terms 
of status changes related to life chances transformations.
In what ways does the conceptualization of the social status (and, more generally, of ‘statusness’) in terms of life chances 
enable overcoming certain limitations and (hidden) scientific ‘shortfalls’ in stratification studies in general and in status 
research in particular? Is such an undertaking not doomed to failure, given the mainstream in stratification theory and 
research, where social status is understood mostly in static and structural terms? Moreover, unlike mobility studies as an 
important part of stratification research and analyses emphasizing the processes rather than structures, in the last four 
or five decades sociological interest in social statuses has been declining, mainly due to the subordinate role they play 
in the ‘stratification dramaturgy’. In other words, and putting it roughly, when the focus is on social change, statuses are 
neglected, because they are understood as stratificational statics, and social mobility gets most of the research attention, 
for it is perceived to be the stratification dynamics par excellence. 
The paper presents an alternative approach to statuses: here they are understood as constellations of social standings 
within the social space, the standing being a result of a realized/ embodied particular set of life chances. ‘Life chances’ 
here point to ‘where’ the set of different opportunities generated in a particular sociality meet, intersect, and interfere 
with individual/ network/ group, etc., social resources, which materialize opportunities during the process of mutual 
interaction between individuals and their particular social milieus.
Such a spatial contextuality of statuses implies that their sociological understanding should envisage current trends to-
wards ‘glocalization’ of living and intensified migration and spatial mobility (including post-modern nomadism) processes. 
Hence, is it possible to think and study social status where a steady personal locus is lacking?
The approach sketched above is applied to a set of qualitative data gathered during a research conducted in 2009-2010 
in several small Bulgarian towns. The paper discusses the analytical outcomes of the application of this approach and 
attempts to redefine social mobility there in terms of changes in the ‘relative’ social positions themselves and in the ways 
they relate to each other, rather than in terms of mere movement between social statuses; i.e. social mobility as a result 
of transformations of life-chances constellations. 

Contact: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria, Department of Sociology 
E-mail: d_blagoev@abv.bg

Rumiana buDJEva
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

The Consequences of Economic and Social Crisis 	
Seen through the Eyes of Children
The article is based on the results of in-depth interviews conducted with children living in poor families. The main aim of 
the analysis is to clarify and outline the consequences and influence of the economic and social situation of contempo-
rary society on the families and on children’s development. The problem of poverty and its impact on the deformation of 
the process of children’s socialization is also examined.
The socio-economic situation in which poor families live creates difficulties in the relationships between parents and 
children. These difficulties affect children and can assume various forms – isolation, depression, isolation, uncertainty, 
complexes, aggression, deviant behavior, etc.
Their limited capacity to satisfy basic needs leads parents to underestimate many other important needs of their children: 
the need for security, support, sharing, communication, development, etc. This lack of emotional closeness between parents 
and children living in poverty in most cases leads to distortion of the process of socialization of the child in the direction of 
assigning excessive value to material things, lack of clear life perspectives, and unacceptable ways of achieving goals.

Contact: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: r.budjeva@gmail.com

Zamira ÇavO, Dorian JaNO, Fatjona QuRku
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Troublesome Identities or a Question of ‘Order’? 	
Nationalism vs. Polity Scepticism in the Balkans
In this paper we elaborate on the concept of identity as a multi-layer model comprising national (cultural) identity as a 
first-order concept, polity (political) identity as a second-order concept and supra-state (European) identity as a third-or-
der concept. We analyses the Eurobarometer data in order to check if there is evidence of a correlation among different 
layers of cultural, political or European identification and citizens’ perceptions of trust/confidence, their satisfaction with 
the respective institutions/actors representing each identity layer. The main aim of this paper is to see whether, in the 
western Balkan countries, we may say that polity skepticism is growing rather than nationalism or Euro-scepticism. As an 
implication of this, our normative conclusion is that perceptions of identities need not overlap and be misused. Instead, 
identity(ies) is/are not troublesome per se but is/are mostly a question of ‘order’, where one has to build on and consoli-
date the ‘democratic political’ identity as well as further expand to more ‘general’ European values.

Contact: Dorian Jano: University Marin Barleti, Tirana, Albania, Department of Governance, Politics and Communication 
E-mail: gpc.coord@umb.edu.al

Ermioni hOXha CEkaNI, Erdina CEkaNI
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

Problematics of Teachers	in Albania, Including the Wider Balkan Context
Education is considered a “universal key” to solving many social and economic issues in all countries. Referring to Alba-
nia, we find that the overall changes of the last two decades (1991-2010) involved drastic transformations in the field of 
education and in the whole education system. However, the quality of education is a complex problem because it relates 
to many factors. Despite philosophies, ideologies and models of education, the most important element of the system 
still remains the teacher and his level of teaching and communication. Until now, no studies have been undertaken spe-
cifically focused on the teacher – as a versatile personality – teachers’ status in society, their multidimensional relations 
with students, colleagues, supervisors, the community, politics, government and civil society.
The study will be based on the past experience of Albania and other countries of the Balkans and Europe. In order to 
achieve accuracy, we will use the basic research methods of social sciences, such as surveying, interviewing, observation 
of phenomena in areas involved in this project, case studies, etc.

Contacts: Ermioni Cekani: Institute of Sociology of Albania 
E-mail: ermionicekani@yahoo.com

Contacts: Erdina Cekani: University of Tirana, Albania, Faculty of Law
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Denis CElCIma FEJZaJ
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

EU Democracy Promotion and the Need for Reforms in Albania
EU democracy has traditionally been based on linkage. The advent of the European Neighbourhood Policy and new forms 
of association have introduced a new model of democracy promotion, based on precise cooperation between admin-
istrations. Our country is eager to be part of this community even though it has twice failed in this endeavour. During 
the past two decades the European Union has developed into an agent of international democracy promotion. The EU 
had long conceived of itself as a community of democracies and recognised the need to strengthen its own democratic 
credentials.
In the early 1990s political integration, symbolized in the creation of the EU, coincided with the transformation of many 
Eastern European countries and their gradual drawing closer to the EU. A major step for us now was the acceptance into 
NATO which is a step forward towards accession to the EU. An additional step forward is the right to free movement of our 
citizens within the EU; judging by experience, it is a very important step. One of the concerns and expections of the EU is 
that Albania should boost reforms.
We are still celebrating our right to visa-free travel, but not much progress has been made towards covering the Copen-
hagen Political Criteria.
An important problematic area for us in this respect is our parliament. Also needed are improvements in the implementa-
tion of legislation and policy instruments in the field of human rights and protection of minorities.
It is impossible to obtain ‘candidate status’ without meeting the Copenhagen Criteria. There is still a risk of failing to at-
tain this goal.

Contact: University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania 
E-mail: den_english@yahoo.it

Roberto CIPRIaNI
Plenary Session

The Future of European Sociology
Although it is true that sociology was born in nineteenth-century France – at least as far as the name is concerned – with 
Auguste Comte, it is equally true that the years between the end of the nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth centu-
ries were decisive in establishing it as a university-level discipline, despite the resistance of a number of anti-sociological 
philosophical and historical currents and positions ideologically opposed against anything addressing social matters. It 
must be noted with equal emphasis that the French contribution alone would not suffice to explain what occurred after-
wards, especially in Germany and the rest of Europe, Spain and Portugal, Italy and Switzerland, just to name the territories 
closest to and bordering, more or less, on France itself. Several histories of sociology have already outlined the dynamics 
of the contributions made by countries other than France during the early stages of the discipline. But the contextual 
references are generally of a national nature. It would be well worthwhile, therefore, to promote a European-wide analysis 
of the issue: a dedicated research project might constitute a starting point for further initiatives aimed at consolidating, 
for example, the network set up in 2003 in Lisbon by Portugal, Spain, France, and Italy (and joined at a later stage by 
Greece) and formalized in 2007 as RESU, that is, the Réseau des Associations de sociologie de l’Europe et des pays du 
Sud [Network of the Sociological Associations of Europe and Southern Countries].

Contact: European Sociological Association 
E-mail: roberto.cipriani@tlc.uniroma3.it

liliana DEYaNOva
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Balkan Places of Memory and European Memory Laws (A Debate in 2011-2012 in Bul-
garia, Macedonia and Beyond)
This is a discussion on a recent debate that flared up on the occasion of the film ‘Third Half’, nominated for a ‘Macedonian 
Oscar’ and defined in two Balkan countries as ‘an attempt to manipulate Balkan history’ on the part of a candidate-mem-
ber of the EU (Bulgarian MPs added: ‘and to instill hatred’ towards its EU neighbours). The film is about a traumatic place 
of memory – the deportation of Macedonian Jews to the Nazi extermination camp in Treblinka.
However, this debate is just an occasion to return to older debates and issues related to our traumatic places of memory 

and the narratives on them. I am interested in the logic of the so-called ‘memory laws’ and the autonomy of historical and 
sociological research on these places today: in the way in which – in a situation where the old official mythologies have 
collapsed, and, as Ulrich Beck says, there is a need to get out of the national enclosure, to ‘denationalize history’, to form 
a ‘cosmopolitan memory’ – scientists can resist the political aspirations of diverse groups to officialize their own memory 
of the past and turn it into a canon.

Contact: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria, Department of Sociology 
E-mail: lili@sclg.uni-sofia.bg

Geogri DImItROv
Thematic Panel: Challenges to Public Governance in the Balkan Countries:  

Peculiarities of the Interaction between Public Authorities, Business, and NGOs

Beyond the Vicious Circle of the Impossible Reform in Public Administration
1. The intellectual and social infantilism of all social sciences (sociology, in particular) of all Balkan countries is vividly 
demonstrated by their incapacity to properly address the issue of the pressing social reforms, the administrative reform 
in first place.
2. The reforms are successfully blocked by a seemingly vicious circle – the public institutions malfunction and this is why 
corruption becomes systemic and inevitable and all reforms aim not at its reduction but at its preservation. The popular 
decisions of the problem oscillate between the poles of “strong hand” or “strong state” – just to aggravate it.
3. It could appear that the pattern of public partnership could be a practical alternative to the predominant mode of 
policy-making by its emphasis on shared responsibility for the political agenda setting, policies implementation and pubic 
control over the institutional accomplishments. Yet the problem remains untouched because in a situation of systemic 
corruption the (would be) ‘civil society’ is either meek or incompetent, or both and, besides, the administration has no 
motive to seek public partnership. The latter, even if imposed as EU imperative, is performed formally only – with the least 
practical effect as proved by our empirical research findings.
4. This is exactly why a fundamental institutional re-design is necessary – to introduce the very assumption of result-
oriented and responsible public administration. Only being overburdened by responsibilities to achieve public results the 
institutions will need the mechanism of authentic public partnership in order to improve their performance. This is the 
remedy – institutionalized (trough administrative mechanisms) responsibility for public results’ attainment.

Contact: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Department of European Stuides 
E-mail: gd@sclg.uni-sofia.bg

Robert DImItROvSkI, mariya avRamOvSka
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

Education – A Balkan Bridge to Closer Cooperation
Today in a global society era, and efforts to share modern values, the world live together and parallel. Current context of relations 
in the Balkans is defined as the historical and sociological variety of cultural aspects, stereotypes and prejudices. All previously 
defined by the timeframe and the conditions that generate a small space are moving into the area of unusual. Middle and Physical 
inseparably situated and so strange and often surprisingly distant. Probably the position of highlighting and promoting their own 
values and belief of the correctness of their positions even more difficult dialogue and understanding as a basis for cooperation. 
Although the process of bringing a upward trend, however it is not with the desired speed. Thinking about the future sustainability 
of the current situation and his promotion to the needs and desires of current youth is necessary to create a spirit of community 
to place more intensively and with the help of education. Strengthening relationships and promoting the Bologna process is ex-
pected and is probably present. Creation of new forms of understanding and further cooperation is deepening Balkan orientation 
of the current moment. Initiatives incorporating value cultural codes in the future unity of all parties present as one of the tools of 
mutual understanding, however will not happen if you do not realize built-in system called education.

Contacts: FSS Skopje University, Macedonia 
E-mail: robert.dimitrovski@fon.edu.mk, Dimitrovski.r@gmail.com

Contacts: Mariya Avramovska, Amikofarm, Skopje, Macedonia



abStRaCtS

��

abStRaCtS

��

Emilian m. DObRESCu, Edith DObRE
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Three Creative Forces of the Planet
The three creative forces discussed in the article are: a) rapid transition to a new model for education (NME), b) greater 
attention to the psychological, subconscious and unconscious aspects as related to human evolution on Earth, c) entering 
a new era of spiritual evolution (EES).
In this century and millennium, the planet Earth has entered a new era of its evolution – a spiritual evolution (EES). In 
order for this age to take place, we, inhabitants of the earth, should proceed with confidence in all our professional, family 
and socio-civic activities, adapting the way of being to the new educational model (NME).

Contacts: Emilian M. Dobrescu: Romanian Academy, Department of Economos,  
 Law and Socology, Spiru Haret University, Faculty of Sociology-Psychology, Bucharest, Romania 
E-mail: dobrescu@acad.ro
Contacts: Edith Dobre: National Economic Research Institute of Romanian Academy,  
 Spiru Haret University,Faculty of Sociology-Psychology, Bucharest, Romania 
E-mail: edithdobre@gmail.com

Serge DuFOulON
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

The Salmon Swim Upstream Dams Well: The Border Mobility, and Exchange
The experience of the border involves all the cultural and symbolic categories of those engaged in movement. Non-exist-
ent places for some or invested anthropological spaces for others, exchanges at the border and all around it are multiple 
and varied. Nevertheless there are borders and borders. They may be compared to river dams that obstruct the migration 
of the salmons: some are fitted out for, and allow, an easy clearing of the obstacles for migrating fish, while others are 
hermetically sealed and lead to the disappearance of salmon from their waters. 
On the basis of multiple experiences of borders, of my own migration, and of anthropological reflection, I strive to show in 
this article that the border lies in the hearts of people well before it becomes a scar on landscapes and States, because 
it represents the meaning of the cleavage that exists in people between a wandering and a settled way of life, between 
ipseity and otherness, here and elsewhere, real and imaginary.

Contact: University Pierre Mendes-France, Grenoble II, France 
E-mail: serge.dufoulon@upmf-grenoble.fr

adrian DuSa
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Accessing Social Science Research Data in Eastern Europe: Opportunities and Challenges
It is quite obvious that practices to access research data differs systematically between Western and Eastern European 
countries. Data producers, data users, but also financing agencies seem to have (sometimes considerably) different ex-
pectations in this process. This presentation focuses on the end results of the research activity, and it is consolidated by 
a decade-long experience in international collaboration with a wide range of European institutions, from ESF (European 
Science Foundation) to CESSDA (Council of European Social Science Data Archives), and culminating with ESFRI (Euro-
pean Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructures).

Contact: University of Bucharest, Romania 
E-mail: dusa.adrian@unibuc.ro

Enis FIta
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Transformation of the Concept of Gobal Security after the End of the Cold War
After the fall of the Communist system in Eastern Europe, international relations have undergone major changes as a result of 
two main processes: a) the disintegration of the former Soviet Union and Former Yugoslavia, and b) the process of integration 
of former communist countries into EU and NATO. In view of the new situation, the former Communist Bloc countries are defin-
ing the tendencies of future development in order to outline recommendations on the policies of adjustment to the new mod-

els of regional and global security. Early challenges to global security during four decades of the Cold War were the defense of 
sovereignty and territorial integrity in the face of the threat of the Soviet Army. The geopolitical and geostrategic changes that 
swept Eastern Europe after the fall of Communism were accompanied by interethnic tensions and conflict. Today, the concept 
of security is broader and includes the defense of fundamental values and principles of democratic systems.
The end of the 20th century brought about sweeping geopolitical and geostrategic changes. First, the start of the process 
of integration of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe within the structures of NATO and EU required that these 
countries meet the economic and political standards for membership in these organizations. Secondly, the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union and Former Yugoslavia brought about new problems with regard to borders, minorities and ultra-nationalist 
ideologies, problems that go hand-in-hand with interethnic conflict and that threaten the regional stability. These processes 
of wide-ranging changes have brought to attention the concept of “social security”, which is relevant not only to the countries 
affected by the process of disintegration of nation-states, but also to the embryonic creation of a global society.

Contact: Kristal University, Tirana, Tirana, Albania,  
 Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Law and Social Sciences 
Email: enis_fita@yahoo.com

Georgy FOtEv
Plenary Session

The End of Balkanization
Balkanization is a term negatively charged in meaning which refers to a phenomenon that arose in the Balkan region but 
which has acquired a supra-regional meaning in recent times (the term ‘balkanization’ is now applied to different parts of 
the world). The author argues the thesis regarding an end of balkanization in Southeastern Europe. Most of the countries 
in this region are either already member states of EU (which is undergoing the severest crisis of its history to date) or are 
decidedly oriented to meeting membership criteria. The author sociologically conceptualizes Europeanization as an anti-
pode to balkanization. The paper deals with fundamental sociological problems of the current situation in the countries 
of this region, which are facing a number of new and far from easy challenges, such as the increasing complexity of the 
world and the chaos engendered by globalization.

Contact: Professor Emeritus of New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: georgy.fotev@abv.bg

antoniy GalabOv
Thematic Panel: Challenges to Public Governance in the Balkan Countries:  

Peculiarities of the Interaction between Public Authorities, Business, and NGOs

Modernization of Public Administration in the Balkans
The object of this survey on sociology of administration includes the factors and patterns of modernization of the public 
environment in the Balkan countries. The differences in political experience and organizational history, structural and 
functional characteristics of public administration in the Balkan countries will be analyzed in comparison with the general, 
unifying effects of European integration, open market exchanges, and globalization of information access.
Special attention will be given to the local administration in the Balkan countries. The object of this comparative analysis 
will be the criteria for selection and evaluation of staff and the distinctions between political office and professional serv-
ice. Within the field of sociology of administration can be set the problems of the democratization of the Balkan countries 
and major aspects of the dynamics of the relationship between regional and local development in terms of governance, 
planning, and quality of life.
Hopefully, the presentation of this report will highlight new areas of cooperation and of possible joint research projects.

Contact: New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria, Political Sciences Department 
E-mail: antoniy.galabov@abv.bg

mihai Dinu GhEORGhIu
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

The Mobility of	Romanian	Academic Elites to the Test of European Construction
The international movement of students is an object of study both ancient and current in terms of its scope and poli-
cies that are devoted to European and international levels. For a country like Romania, situated on the borders of the 
European Union, such an object can be viewed from two perspectives. Student mobility, but also professors, is one of the 
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mechanisms of transformation of the education system and beyond, to reproduce or renew the ruling elites. The opportu-
nity to study abroad has appeared at the same time, as a ‘risk’ incentive to emigrate, strengthening centres of attraction 
for new candidates or by opening new, but also as a possible lever to reduce the gaps between academic institutions 
and even encourage returns. ‘Mobility’ and ‘migration’ may well be regarded as two sides of the same movement, which 
intersect in part without confusion. They are subject of contrasting social representations, by their association, in the case 
of ‘mobile’ to ‘success’, to ‘dynamism’ and to ‘progress’, and in the case of ‘emigrants’, to the stigma of victims, to suf-
fering and impoverishment. If mobility implies a certain continuity in the course, emigration means break and change of 
identity. Interdependent and yet relatively autonomous, social representations of mobility and migration depend on more 
or less the ancient country’s social history. For Romania, these relations are reversed with respect to current representa-
tions, to the extent that emigration was associated, after World War II, to a form of political opposition. Despite progress 
in understanding the different categories of migrants and the success of some programs of mobility and reinsertion, the 
ambiguous relationship between student mobility and migration have remained little studied in the last twenty years.

Contact: University Alexandru I. Cuza, Iasi, Romania/ 
 Center for European Sociology and Political Science, Paris, France 
E-mail: mihaidg@yahoo.fr

Yoan hRIStOv
Thematic Panel: Balkan Crossroads: Strategies, Routes, and Adaptation of Trans-national Migrants

Social Assessment of Integration Policies for Macedonian Immigrants in Bulgaria
The Macedonian immigrants in Bulgaria are a composite part of the population of this country. This immigrant group has 
been formed in the course of more than a century, at first as part of the migration processes taking place in the Ottoman 
Empire; the largest, most mass-scale waves of migration to Bulgaria from Macedonia occurred since the end of the 19th 
century until the middle of the 20th as a result of oppression in the wake of crushed rebellions, and of mass persecution 
of Macedonian Bulgarians.
A large part of this immigrant group is concentrated in Sofia and the other large cities of Bulgaria and has taken part 
intensely in the cultural, social, and political activities of the country. Many Macedonian immigrants have held positions 
of leadership in the Bulgarian army, in political parties, and newspaper editorial boards, have taken part directly in the 
highest levels of governance of the country, and have thus exercised a perceptible influence on the internal and foreign 
policy of Bulgaria. After the democratic changes in 1989, the descendents of Macedonian immigrants have continued to 
exercise political and public influence in Bulgaria. The presence of these immigrants is regarded by political and public 
circles in the Republic of Macedonia as a proof of the existence of a Macedonian minority in Bulgaria.
With the accession of Bulgaria to the EU, the interest of citizens of Macedonia in receiving Bulgarian citizenship has 
grown. This raises new questions regarding the strategies of the Bulgarian government for a concrete integration policy 
for Macedonian immigrants in Bulgaria. 

Contact: University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: yoanica.hristov@gmail.com

Eglantina hYSa
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Correlation between Inequality and Human Development in Albania
Albania is confronted by a series of obstacles in the economic, political, and social spheres. A country’s progress is meas-
ured by different components, of which the most important is economic growth, which in Albania is not very satisfactory. 
In recent years, economic development has been found to be a better indicator than economic growth, since it includes 
not only the quantitative aspect (income level) but also the qualitative one (health and education level). On the other 
hand, the level of inequality is found to be an indicator of a county’s performance. Different researches have registered 
a negative correlation between inequality level and a country’s progress; the lower the inequality level, the higher the 
human development level.
The aim of this study is to identify the relationship between inequality level and human development. Regression analysis 
and a comparison of the degree of this relationship are performed for Albania. The expected result of this study is to find 
a negative correlation between inequality level and human development.

Contact: Epoka University, Tirana, Albania, Economics Department 
E-mail: ehysa@epoka.edu.al

Corina IOSIF
Thematic Panel: Visible and Invisible Minorities in the Balkans

From the ‘Nation’ to the ‘Ethnos’: Identity Politics in the Aromanian Case
In the case of Aromanians, a native population in the Balkans, the process of passage from an almost entirely oral cul-
ture to a written one began no earlier than the end of the 20th century. While the Aromanian group identity has been 
built between the Romanian and the Greek propaganda in the Balkans, the new European policies regarding the ethnic 
minorities have led to the recognition by the EU in 1997 of Aromanians as a distinct ethnic group with a distinct language 
different from Romanian, with which it has been historically associated.
Analyzing the processes triggered by these political and social settings allows capturing the modalities of the new cultural 
configurations being generated, their sources, their models, and the mechanisms of their production.

Contact: Folklore Archive Institute, Romanian Academy of Sciences, Cluj, Romania 
E-mail: coraiosif@gmail.com

Jorde JakImOvSkI
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

Sociology of the Labor Force
In a time when automatic and cybernetic systems of production are being used increasingly, there is a tendency to move 
workers from production tasks to production preparation tasks, supervision, maintenance, design, and programming. The 
scientific-technological revolution has an impact towards decreasing the part of hard and exhausting labor in the total fund of 
social labor, on reducing the differences between mental and physical labor, on replacing highly-qualified manual labor with 
automatic production. Therefore, the scientific-technological revolution has humanized physical labor but has not made it 
obsolete. The tendency towards reduction of the differences between physical and mental labor consists in reducing cultural 
differences and training people in the latest technologies; and it is a result of their new social-economic situation. The es-
sence of this change consists in the increased role of mental labor and the transformation of physical labor. 
The process of intellectualization of labor has also influenced the way people perceive production and non-production 
labor, in terms of expanding the term production labor and to a part of that production labor that does not result in an 
immediate production of material goods. Thus, labor outside of material production is increasingly considered to be 
production labor, since it makes possible the production process to be carried out (work such as designing, preparation, 
maintenance, labor in science and technology, etc.).

Contact: University Ss. Cyril and Methodius,  
 Institute for Sociological, Political and Juridical Research, Skopje, Macedonia 
E-mail: jakjor@isppi.ukim.edu.mk

hasan JaShaRI
Thematic Panel: Balkan Crossroads: Strategies, Routes, and Adaptation of Trans-national Migrants

A Sociological View of the New Phenomena of Emigration in the Balkans
This paper will treat of a new social phenomenon related to economic and political emigrants, a phenomenon result-
ing from the inability of the government to deal with the issues of security and crime. On the other hand, poverty and 
unemployment affect certain population groups – marginalized groups and criminal ones – which are tempted by 
the desire for wealth and violate the law, creating powerful networks dealing in trafficking of emigrant groups from 
one boundary line to another. Are emigrants a new concern for Macedonia and for its neighbouring countries, such 
as Kosovo and Serbia? The popular media have been recently writing about, and offering views of, the villages in the 
border area. This is illegal emigration that can be defined as imposed, with elements of refugeeism and labor emigra-
tion (Maccionis, 2009). 
In 2012, the police discovered a total of 210 illegal immigrants; the real number of all those passing the borders illegally 
is said to be much higher. The analyses show that most immigrants come from Pakistan, Afghanistan, or certain parts 
of North Africa and the Sahara area. Within this period, 13 offenses were registered, related to emigrant trafficking. 70 
people have been indicted on this occasion. On May 2 of this year, Macedonia signed a Declaration with the International 
Center for Migration Policy Development (ICPMD).
The process of globalization and the latest social movements in certain Middle East and Asiatic countries represent an 
external factor that exposes Balkans countries to intense migration processes. The traditional borders have lost their 
importance after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
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Based on statistical data, we will show that these alarming trends have increased almost three times in 2012, and that 
public policies in the sphere of admission and accommodation of asylum seekers and immigrants are at a rudimentary 
stage. What comes next in these trends?

Contact: South-East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia 
E-mail: h.jashari@seeu.edu.mk

Oltion kaDaIFCIu
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Some Opinions on the Nature of the Political Cleavages in Albania
Recent European economical developments seem to have the potential for a long-term impact on the way political life is 
organised. Technical governments, populist movements and new ways of using popular protests are presented in a new 
context, but the reaction to them is still unclear. “How is Albanian political life to be shaped in the face of theses regarding 
new ‘civilizational’ developments and to what degree is the country to remain loyal to its specific inherited characteris-
tics?” is the question that this essay tries to articulate. By focusing on the mechanisms that determine citizens’ affiliation 
to different political parties, the author tries to reach conclusions that can help understand ongoing processes.
Reflecting on the theory of S. M. Lipset and S. Rookan about political cleavages and using it to create a continuum with 
political theorists of post-communist Eastern Europe, such as Herbert Kitschelt, the author tries to create the necessary 
tools to read Albanian political reality. The pre-communist past, the totalitarian experience, and the ongoing stride toward 
democracy overlap with one other to make Albania an eye-catching battleground for determinism and citizens’ will. A high 
level of conflict between political parties, although consuming citizens energies in fruitless initiatives, can be seen as a 
physical exercise that – at least hopefully – maintains citizens’ will ready for sustaining reforms.

Contact: Kristal University, Tirana, Albania  
E-mail: olton.kadaifciu@gmail.com

Evaggelia kalERaNtE
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

University Level Educational Policy in Economic Crisis:	
Observations and Interpretations by Albanian Immigrant University Students
Our study looks at Albanian university students in Greece reacting to the aftermath of the recent higher-education reform 
after the removal of the official and unofficial systems of support for immigrant students. A research, interviews and 
questionnaire study were conducted in order to bring to light general tendencies and special issues.
More specifically, we describe the economic-crisis measures undertaken by universities, and their impact on immigrant 
students as perceived by the latter. Specific measures include: a) reduction of teaching personnel; b) reduced distribu-
tion of scientific papers; c) reduced funding for libraries; and d) reduction of special benefits, such as rental subsidies, 
nutrition coupons, etc. These are viewed against the backdrop of prevailing economic circumstances that recast higher 
education operational cost management and provoke a reconsideration of the investment return value of education in 
terms of future professional accomplishment and its expected socioeconomic concomitant of high status.
We note the sample students’ interpretation of the step-by-step defoliation of the substitution of even an imperfect edu-
cational provider by a cost-minded, redesigned, and operationally restructured educational model. The rising rate of their 
successful access to higher education, in connection with the overall Albanian family upper mobility and professional 
placement in the host country, is juxtaposed with the phase of instability that undermines at present their very status 
as immigrants. As the University serves as a minimal educator spring board to further basic training of the lower strata, 
channeled thereby into a lifelong, ever variable, market-determined educational process, immigrant students stand out 
as destined to exclusion on account of their immigrant identity, in addition to being excluded on a class basis, along with 
the rest of socially and economically downtrodden humanity.
The new educational plan does not seem to have been mindful of quality in education or of the needs and opportunities 
of the immigrant student population.
The point in question is the silent contribution to vertical social discrimination in times of economic crisis that legitimates 
the political system and further limits the already limited educational privileges accorded to immigrants.

Contact: University West Macedonia, Greece  
E-mail: ekalerante@yahoo.gr

migena kaPllaNaJ
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

Community’s and Beneficiaries’ Perceptions of Social Services in Albania
Even though many developments have occurred as a result of the change of the political system in 1990, Albania is 
still considered to be in a transition stage. The change of the system brought to the surface not only a ruined economy, 
but also the need for reshaping institutions and the system. The social services sector underwent substantial changes 
compared with the period of communism. The main aim of this paper is to explore the community’s and beneficiaries’ 
perceptions on social services. The paper will present an overview of the national social services policy. In the focus of 
analysis will be the social services related to health care; pre-primary education; pre-university education; poverty relief 
and unemployment. Findings from the questionnaires and interviews will explore the respondents’ perceptions of the so-
cial services in Albania. The data were collected through questionnaires distributed in the main cities of the country, while 
interviews were conducted with service beneficiaries and reporters. This paper will present a picture of the development 
of social services in Albania and propose some ideas on further improvements of this sector.

Contact: University Marin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
E-mail: m.kapllnaj@gmail.com

teodora kaRamElSka, Galina GONChaROva
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Images of Socialism in a Biographical Context: 	
The Religious Perspective on the Recent Past in Bulgaria and Rumania
The paper is based on 40 in-depth interviews with men and women aged over 75 from Bulgaria and Rumania, recorded 
in the framework of the international project “Marking Transitions and Meaning across the Life Course: Memories of Re-
ligious and Secular Ceremonies in Eastern and Western Europe” (www.religionandsociety.org.uk), as well as on compara-
tive analyses of empirical data drawn from the European Social Survey.
The authors take as a point of departure the understanding that, in the period after 1945, specific relationships were built 
between the state and the national Orthodox Churches in Bulgaria and Rumania. Though these are neighbouring countries 
that were both under communist regimes, religious activities (the religious life of parishes, rituals, holidays) were construct-
ed differently: while in Bulgaria a “successful” reformulation of the Orthodox cultural identity took place, whereby the latter 
was substituted by a secular worldview, in Rumania the institutionalized forms of Christian ritual were conserved thanks to 
the preservation of the pre-Socialist traditionalism. On the basis of biographical narratives about the recent past, the au-
thors attempt to describe and compare the specific tensions arising between government programmes for management of 
culture, community strategies for evading the imposed dynamics of social life, and individual life practices. 

Contacts: Teodora Karamelska: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge,  
 Bulgarian Academy of Sciences/New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: teodora.karamelska@abv.bg

Contacts: Galina Goncharova: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski,  
 Department of Theory and History of Culture, Bulgaria

ledia kaShahu
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

Social Justice in Parent-teacher Relations and Academic Achievement of Teenagers. Op-
portunities for Change based on the New Law of Education in Albania
This study uses a qualitative approach that aims to reveal the perceptions of parents and teachers of their mutual rela-
tions, and how these relationships are linked with the academic achievement of teenagers. By considering the current 
state of these relations, the paper aims to provide an analysis of the weaknesses of teacher-parent relations. It analyzes 
the new law on education in order to find the necessary legal basis to change these relations, which researchers of edu-
cational science describe as crucial for the development of student learning, for improved academic achievement, and for 
success at school and in later life (Allen, 2007; Blankstein, 2010; Epstein et al., 2008; Sanders, 2006).
In addition to the analysis of the new law on education (articles that regulate the relations of parents with the educational 
personnel, rights and obligations between the parties), we conducted semi-structured interviews with parents of 9th 
grade students from the 9-year school of Tirana (N = 81), two focus group discussions with teachers from 22 schools 
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selected randomly (N = 36), and made observations of meetings with parents in 19 of the 22 selected schools.
Findings show that teacher-parent relations have their implications for the academic achievements of students. Teachers 
prejudice the results of students on the basis of the latter’s socio-economic status. The information provided to parents on 
their children’s performance is not formal and professional. Two out of three parents reported that teachers looked upon 
them and their children as sources of bribes and favors, or sought to attract their children into private courses. This fact is 
very disturbing. The education supervisory authorities, in accordance with the laws on education, should exercise appropri-
ate pressure to change these relationships, to change the quality of communication and information that the schools offer 
to the public, and to change the school climate in favor of developing school-family partnerships.

Contact: University Aleksandër Moisiu, Durres, Albania, Faculty of Education, Department of Pedagogy 
E-mail: kashahuledia@yahoo.com

Jonid kaZaNI, Denisa mERtIRI
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Blood Feuds, a Medieval Reflection on Modern Times, a Return or a Misuse of the Phenomenon?
Blood feud in Albania is a phenomenon which already existed during the Roman Empire, continued during the Ottoman 
occupation, and has remained, inherited in a distorted form, until today. Blood feud has functioned as a regulator of social 
order in many parts of Albania but especially in highland northern Albania, where the state power was not present.
The period 1944-1990, under Communist governance, was a relatively quiet time as regards blood feuds. The state ruled 
with an iron hand and the law regulated every aspect of social life; the phenomenon of blood feud remained merely a 
historical memory.
The collapse of the Communism regime, the entry into the unexplored system of democracy and the serious political-
social events of 1997, reawakened this archaic phenomenon as form of compensation due, on one hand, to the missing 
state power, the lack of justice in the country, and, on the other, to the access to the right of decisions for self-judgment.
Albanian society, especially highland northern Albania, still suffers from this phenomenon. It took merely the name and 
some grounds for its existence from Canon Law (Canon of Leke Dukagjini), for any action leading to self-judgment cannot 
be based on the norms and values of Canon Law.
It is true that the Canon of Leke Dukagjin was a regulator important for the welfare and survival of the people in the absence of 
law. Nowadays, when a well-constructed legislation directs the state and governs the lives of its citizens, this Canon must remain 
in the past as a historical book in the library, and its name should remain only an appropriate reference. The main problem facing 
Albania is this: to choose between integration into the EU or going back to traditional norms and values of the past.
Albanians will choose what is best for their future – integration in the EU.

Contacts: Albanian Power Corporation, Tirana, Albania 
E-mails: jonid_k@hotmail.com, kazanij@kesh.al; denisamertiri@yahoo.com

kiril kERtIkOv
Thematic Panel: Balkan Crossroads: Strategies, Routes, and Adaptation of Trans-national Migrants

From Being a Target of Potential Counter-terrorism, 	
Bulgaria Has Turned into One of Real Counter-terrorism
For political reasons, suicidal and other attacks have unjustifiably been equated with ‘terrorism’. In fact terrorism has 
much broader dimensions. In this paper, the author attempts to interpret the term in a sociological perspective. Certain 
cases are examined in which terrorism has become a state policy. The concept of counter-terrorism is introduced (but in a 
different context from the commonly used one – instead, it is seen as a symbolic response to state terrorism). 
Special attention is focused on the geo-strategic and political aspects of the inclusion of Bulgaria in the confrontation 
between terrorism and counter-terrorism. 

Contact: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: kertikov@mail.bg

kiril kIRIlOv
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Religious, Traditional, and Cultural Heritage of Bulgarians in Modernizing Societies. 	
Sociological Studies: A “Catalyst” for Unifying the Balkans
In the paper will be tackled issues such as:

Bulgarian national, traditional and religious unity in the last decades. History, politics, and religion. The spiritual collapse 
as a consequence of the communist atheistic period of history; its results.
Eliminating prejudices left over from the totalitarian systems of governance that have marked the history of the entire 
20th century.
Cultural-religious exchange between neighboring peoples in the Balkans.
Sustainable development of modern societies in periods of crises.
The need for building a common sociological strategy for the future of neighborly relations by means of joint studies; 
developing good communication and cooperation between different institutions.
Building a social network between universities for future development, and for preventing encapsulation in the Balkans.
We will also present a completed joint Bulgarian-Greek study by the Institute for Balkan Studies – Thessalonica, on the 
religious temples in the Rhodope region on the territories of Bulgaria and Greece.

Contact: South-West University Neofit Rilski, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria, Department of Sociology 
E-mail: kir4ev_k4@abv.bg

Svetlozar kIRIlOv
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

The Integration of the Roma: “Mission Impossible”?
The Balkans have been called “the second fatherland of the Roma” and Roma communities represent a substantial part 
of the population in many Balkan countries. There are tensions between Roma and non-Roma in many European societies 
(clashes in Katunitsa, Bulgaria, deportation from Italy and France of Roma coming from Romania and Bulgaria). The prob-
lem of the integration of the Roma has been one of the most serious ones for Bulgaria and other European countries.
The proposed paper discusses the characteristics of the Roma that cause this to be a community that defies integration 
(the tendency to self-isolation, early marriages, educational orientations) and seeks to identify the proper integration 
model. The author’s reflections are based on sociological field work conducted by him for two years in Fakulteta, the larg-
est Roma neighborhood of Sofia.

Contact: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria, Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication 
E-mail: svetloz_iv@yahoo.com

vassil kIROv, Ekaterina maRkOva
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

Crisis and Vulnerability
The paper aims to investigate vulnerable employees in ‘problematic’ sectors in Bulgaria. Increasingly, employment at the 
lower end of the spectrum of skills and wages in Europe is dominated by sectors that are spatially distributed and often 
employ vulnerable groups of employees. The outcome for employees is often insecurity, problematic working conditions, 
and small degree of representation. This results from companies’ cost-cutting strategies, enhanced by changing regula-
tions, the practices of contract awarding and public procurement, the role of the client, conditions that are likely to be ex-
acerbated by austerity measures in the framework of the current crisis, etc. The findings presented in the paper are from 
interviews and company case studies carried out in two sectors (waste collection and construction) in Bulgaria. The paper 
is based on current research done in the framework of a European comparative project WALQING (www.walqing.eu). 

Contacts:  Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mails: vassil.kirov@gmail.com; ekaterina.markova@gmail.com

Nevila kOÇOllaRI, thomaida XhOXhaJ
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

“Forgetful” Sociologies of Yesterday and Albanians’ Capital Epoch. Human Behavior
The paper will present parts of “forgetful” sociological experiences between two periods: the socialist and the post-social-
ist one, to indicate likeness, dilemmas about missed values and necessities in special groups of population in Albania. 
This is a qualitative study based on semi-structured interviews and specific cases that include real and special experi-
ences, official documents, cinematography, etc. The period after 1990, based on a totally different civil background, has 
introduced new concepts of democracy, solidarity, public participation, and of the boundary between oneself and others. 
The strongest barrier for Albanian cultural values is the dilemma of the behaviour of two generations. The results will tell 
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us if there is attention and appreciation regarding the past among Albanians, how they understand it now, in the context 
of localization, globalization, and the desire to enter in Europe. 

Contacts: Nevila Kocollari: University of Tirana, Albania, Social Sciences Faculty, Department of Social Work 
E-mail: nkocollari@gmail.com

Contacts: Thomaida Xhoxhaj: University of Tirana, Albania 
E-mail: tomka_xhoxhaj@yahoo.fr

Galina kOlEva
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

Problems and Possibilities in the Field of Business
The paper proposes a comparative viewpoint regarding the processes and parameters connected with the business 
environment and the entrepreneurial activities in the countries of the Balkan region. Some cluster analyses (for example 
Catch Up Index 2012) that group the countries that are closest according to their characteristics, show that the Balkan 
countries are in similar positions and have many results in common in the various categories such as economics, de-
mocracy, quality of life, governance – irrespective of their political position as regards the ЕU. For Bulgaria the analyses 
indicate that the country has considerably more things in common with its neighbouring countries than with other post-
communist countries that are members of the EU. The question is whether this is also the case in the area of the condi-
tions for business on which entrepreneurial activities are dependent? 
The paper endeavours to find an answer based on the data from the annual international classifications (Doing business, 
Index of Economic Freedom, etc). 

Contact: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: galyak@gmail.com

Isidor kOtI
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

School Education and Some of the Intervention Techniques for Success in the Future
Historically, students’ graduation rate, particularly at the high school level, has been an area of significant concern among 
education professionals. The key to understanding the graduation dilemma is to appreciate the role of high school educa-
tion as being the gateway to higher education, advanced training, and greater earnings potential. In Albania, in this time of 
disorder, having a high school education is no longer a matter of vocational choice; rather, having a high school education 
has become a critical precursor to an individual having the capacity to participate in today’s job market and attain gainful 
middle-class employment. It is important to see that, as shown by, the number of students completing their high school 
education is significantly lower amongst students with special needs. In this article, we will discuss some of the interven-
tion techniques as well as the adverse consequences of the failure to intercede.

Contact: University of Elbasan, Albania 
E-mail: isidorkoti@hotmail.com

Xhuljeta kRaSta
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Gender Inequality and Transition Politics in Southeast Europe
The role of women in transition politics, as in the case of the Balkans, is certainly of great significance. This article briefly 
examines the discrepancies between the political, economic and social status of women in southeast Europe and in West-
ern countries, differences which can be explained by the dramatic economic constraints faced by southeast European 
societies, as well as by a certain level of ‘backwardness’ of gender inequality as regards the political space in this part 
of the world. The European Union (EU) is one of the world’s most important policy promoters for gender equality, so the 
southeast European countries certainly should struggle to benefit much more from the EU gender equality policy making 
in southeast Europe and to change the presented reality for the better. 

Contact: University Martin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
E-mail: admissions@umb.edu.al

anna kRaStEva
Thematic Panel: Balkan Crossroads: Strategies, Routes, and Adaptation of Trans-national Migrants

Beyond Borders: Balkan Migration Policies and Individual Strategies
Border politics is the favaorite game of Balkan political elites. They play it in both senses: politics and policies. The Bal-
kans are a real whirpool of re/de/construction of borders, meanings, symbols, memories, interpretations, etc. The paper 
will approach this complex problem through globalization from above – mobilities and migrations, through practices and 
policies of crossing borders.
The anaysis is structured in three parts. The first differentiates between three periods in the migration dynamics of SEE 
and four major tendencies: from forced migrations to returns; from ethnic to economic logic; from mass emigration to 
temporary and circular migration; from emigration to immigration.
The second compares the Eastern and Western Balkans, their opposite migration dynamics during the 1990s and con-
verging trends in the last decade. A few major migration theories – network theory, institutional theory, theory of human 
capital – are tested for their capacity to explain Balkan migrations.
The third part draws 5 migration profiles and compares the (in)adequacy of national and regional migration policies to 
individual strategies.

Contact: New Bulgarian University, CERMES (Centre for Migration Studies), Sofia, Bulgaria 
Blog: annakrasteva.wordpress.com 
E-mail: akrasteva@nbu.bg

Jonida lamaJ, Oltion PENGu
Thematic Panel: Challenges to Public Governance in the Balkan Countries:  

Peculiarities of the Interaction between Public Authorities, Business, and NGOs

Joint Initiatives for Regional Development on Social Institution Support
Up to now, some initiatives have been undertaken to support cooperation on the reform of the social sector in the region. 
The main focus is to improve the regional cooperation in the social sector, to create the models and institutional basis 
for sound and sustainable social policies, and to create a regional hub for social security information, best-practices 
exchange, and training and coordination.
We need to measure the streamline and strengthen processes of co-ordination of national plans for strategic reform in 
order to gradually align to the European standards (European Union and Council of Europe), in particular with respect to 
the modernisation, adequacy and viability of the social protection systems.
Joint initiatives emphasize the outlined models of financing and administrative procedures; develop criteria for balanced 
reform of social protection; support the development of the legislative framework for implementing the revised social 
security policies.
It is the responsibility of the people of the Balkans to rise to the accession challenge. The EU also has its part to play in 
helping the region successfully move forward on the integration agenda. What should the main priorities and strategies 
be for the Balkans? 

Contacts: Jonida Lamaj: University Marin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
E-mail: jonidalamaj@gmail.com

Contacts: Oltion Pengu: Council of Ministers of Albania

Eurona lEka
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

The Bologna Process in a Comparative Perspective: 	
Albania in the Balkan and European Context
“All who have meditated on the art of governing mankind have been convinced that the fate of empires depends on the 
education of youth.”
Aristotle
When thinking about a Europe without borders, the foremost thought that comes to mind is related to a widespread edu-
cation. It is thanks to the Bologna Process that borders have disappeared between the European and Balkan countries. 
This process is meant to open the borders inside Europe and make it easier for European students to study and work 
abroad.
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The paper examines the Bologna Process in a comparative perspective, and is primarily focused on the implementation of the 
process within Albania; it includes a comparative analysis of Balkan and European Countries. The paper will further discuss the 
similarities and differences of Albania in the Balkan and European context, particularly referring to the three-cycle system of 
higher education. The study concludes that in using the same terms and credit system throughout Europe, the Bologna Process 
makes it easier for Europeans not only to study abroad inside the new system, but to convert their accomplishments for studies 
outside Europe; it also facilitates students from outside Europe to study in Europe. In this paper we have combined analysis of 
documents and secondary sources (statistics from international organizations) with the comparative method.

Contact: University Marin Barleti, Tirana, Albania, Social Sciences Faculty, Albanian Institute of Sociology, Albanian Institute of Public Affairs 
E-mail: eurona.leka@gmail.com

kanakis lElEDakIS
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Identities, Economic Crisis and Social Reproduction in Greece
The analysis of the level of social identities provides an insight into a more fundamental level of social functioning and 
cohesion, a level closely linked with societal continuity over time. During a major crisis, such as the one facing Greek 
society as a result of both the economic crisis and the austerity policies followed, the significance of the level of identities 
becomes all the more important.
National identity has been a major cohesive force in Greek society at least since the last decades of the 19th century. 
However, from the 1980s onwards socioeconomic transformations incorporating extended population strata within the 
market have resulted in an antagonistic form of identity, namely, the belief in endless economic growth and its counter-
part in everyday social practice, participation in a rising consumerism. As a result, while national identity remained strong, 
its hold receded.
The event of the economic crisis has put in doubt the possibility of endless economic growth as well as the ability to 
consume. A resurgence of nationalism and xenophobia could be a possible response, stressing the grandeur of the na-
tion and blaming immigrants for the state of society, but it is doubtful whether it can provide an alternative connecting 
thread. The long-term prospects for Greek society – and for that matter for many other European societies facing similar 
conditions – remain uncertain.

Contact: Hellenic Sociological Society, Greece 
E-mail: kanakis.leledakis@gmail.com

Esilda luku
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

A Viewpoint on the Denial of Religious Beliefs and the Albanian Communist State in 1967
This paper aims to analyze the policy of the Albanian Communist regime aimed at eliminating religious faith and religious 
institutions. In November 1966, the Fifth Congress of the Labour Party of Albania declared religion to be an important 
aspect that impeded the country’s progress. The Communist government began a propaganda campaign in the printed 
and electronic media against the Muslim, Catholic and Orthodox clerics and the unnecessary religious buildings. This 
was proclaimed to be the initiative and desire of the students of “Naim Frasheri” High School of Durres and other youth 
organizations. Thus, in the beginning of 1967 state oppression against the religious identity of the Albanians, in coopera-
tion with the activity of some fanatic youths and the military, included: 
1) the imprisonment of 217 people of the clergy, who were subjected to violence by the prison officers; some of them 
died, others were put on trial.
2) the destruction of 2169 religious buildings, such as: mosques, churches, holy places, monasteries etc., which were 
transformed into cultural places, warehouses, stores. Religious symbols were destroyed, such as: crosses, icons; as were 
religious manuscripts and literature.
3) the eradication of religious beliefs among clergy and believers. For this purpose, worship and other religious practices 
was prohibited.
According to art. 37 of the Albanian Constitution of 1967, “The state acknowledges no religion, but develops and dissemi-
nates atheist propaganda”. Thus, Albania was proclaimed the first atheist country in the world. Contrary to the Communist 
propaganda and government oppression, many citizens continued to believe in God and worship in secret.

Contact: University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania, Faculty of Political Sciences and Law, Department of Political Sciences 
E-mail: esildaluku@yahoo.com

valentina mIlENkOva
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Educational Achievements and Well-being
The thesis of the paper is that well-being is related to the degree of social integration, which has different aspects: 
economic, political, civic, and cultural. This means that people of the highest status are involved in various structures of 
society and have reached prestigious positions, which in turn affects the extent of their inclusion in society. These people 
have complete and successful career realization, and are significantly more influential from a social point of view than 
other individuals, less integrated and less successful when assessed according to the public indicators of individual suc-
cess: education, income, prestige, and influence.
The second thesis of the paper is that one of the underlying factors of social integration is education.
The report is based on the results of the European Social Survey (ESS), waves 2006 and 2009.
The findings of the analysis are that: quality education is not only a function of effort, ambition and persistence, but also 
of parental involvement, cultural capital and family background; this means that educational achievements and well-be-
ing are connected to the family environment and its significance for individuals.

Contact: South-West University Neofit Rilski, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria, Department of Sociology 
E-mail: vmilenkova@gmail.com

Peter-Emil mItEv, Svetla kOlEva
Plenary Session

The Balkans in a Sociological Perspective
Whereas starting from the mid 19th century the institutionalized knowledge on Balkan countries was predominantly divided 
into disciplines (history, ethnography, geography, linguistics, literary studies, etc.) and was marked by national educational 
and science policies, and then, in the last fifty years, it became more interdisciplinary and specialized within the complex set 
of Balkan studies, invariably, a general sociological perspective has mostly been lacking. Comparative studies on specific 
social problems rarely comprise more than three or four countries. In considering the processes of economic, political, and 
social restructuring of separate national societies in the region in the last twenty years, we have rarely turned a sociological 
eye to what is happening in the neighbouring Balkan countries, despite similarities in historical development and the shared 
aspirations for full and effective membership in EU. 
What kind of sociological reality are the Balkans? How can we study in a sociological perspective the geographically and 
historically mobile spaces of the Balkans, built by the respective national states? What are the cognitive opportunities 
and risks involved when constituting the whole Balkans as a prism through which we may study the local, regional and 
global processes of contemporary Balkan societies?
These are the main topics that will be discussed in this paper.

Contacts: Peter-Emil Mitev: Ivan Hadjiyski Institute for Social Values and Structures, Sofia 
E-mail: petaremil@gmail.com
Contacts: Svetla Koleva: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria,  
 Department of Knowledge Society: Science, Education and Innovations 
E-mail: svetlakoleva2002@yahoo.com

tihomir mItEv
Thematic Panel: Sociology of Science & Technology Perspective to the Balkan Countries’ Development

Teaching Science and Technology Studies in Bulgaria
The paper presents the main areas and approaches in Science and Technology Studies (one of the most influential and 
rapidly developing areas within the social sciences) as taught in Bulgaria, specifically at Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendar-
ski, the only Bulgarian university that teaches STS.
The paper will present the bachelor’s program in Sociology of law, economics and innovation, in its part concerning STS train-
ing, as well as some of the important projects of the university research center Science, Technology, Innovation. Some of the 
areas in which young researchers (mostly PhD students and undergraduates) have specialized will also be presented. Last 
but not least, we will introduce our project: a volume we are preparing of translations, by students, of classical STS-texts.
In conclusion, on the basis of our local and international experience, we will try to identify possible cooperation prospects 
and future research topics in the Balkan region.

Contact: Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria, Department of Applied and Institutional Sociology 
E-mail: tihomir.n.mitev@gmail.com
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veneta mItEva, kadrie SElImOva
Thematic Panel: Sociology of Science & Technology  
Perspective to the Balkan Countries’ Development

Astronomy as a Form of Life
The aim of our research is to present the work of a comparatively small group of scholars from the Rozhen National Astro-
nomical Observatory. We will look at the observatory as a form of life, as a specific type of laboratory, in which, due to the 
coupling between humans and the non-human, people have gradually turned into spokesmen of non-human actors. We will 
be looking at this heterogeneous couple as a specific form of relationships between the scholars and the nonhuman actors 
studied by them („Cyril with the binary star”). In the process of coupling there is another type of non-human – ‘hybrids’, which 
play the role of mediator. In the course of the research we see how scholars act in crisis situations. We will see what public 
attitudes to science were in the 1980s, when the observatory was built, and what these attitudes are today.

Contact: Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria, Department of Applied and Institutional Sociology 
E-mail: wittekind-f@hotmail.com, kadrie.selimova@abv.bg

ljubiša mItROvIC, Gordana StOJIC
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Contemporary Sociological Research of Culture, 	
Ethnic Relations, and Identities in the Balkans
From 1996 to 2012 the Center for Sociological Research (Faculty of Philosophy, Nis, Serbia) carried out four projects on 
the Balkans, focused on regional cultural cooperation, cultural and ethnic relations, identities, and culture of peace. In 
the framework of the projects, each year international scientific conferences were organized and collections of papers 
were published. This represents valuable material for the case study of a scientific institution’s research activities on the 
Balkans during a period of 16 years.
The object of the paper is to discuss how certain social conditions and the capacity of scientific institutions influence the 
research orientation and scientific cooperation in the Balkans. The aim of the content analysis of the publications is to show: 
the structures of scholars (by country, scientific discipline, institution); how these structures can be related to the possibili-
ties and limitations of the research organizations (financial capacity, institutional capacity, formal and informal networks of 
cooperation between institutions and scholars of the Balkan countries); which problems within the given thematic frame-
work were the subject of research; whether and how the thematic focus of research has changed during this period; whether 
these changes can be accounted for by theoretical considerations or by social changes in Balkan societies.

Contact: University of Nis, Serbia, Faculty of Philosophy 
E-mail: gordana.stojic@filfak.ni.ac.rs

Reis mulIta
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Empowering Balkan Neighbors through Good Knowledge and Innovative Communication
New technologies are empowering humanity across global dimensions. Through innovative tools and expertise people are 
attaining natural sources, right to the heart of the earth and deep beneath the ocean surface, reaching galactic spaces, 
exchanging mankind’s experience, and even mobilizing it in the dry deserts of the Maghreb area.
Thanks to innovative technological communication, the people of the Balkans enjoy the opportunity to know peoples and 
communities beyond the boundaries of continents, nationalities, ethnicity, religions, and races.
Do we in the Balkans know our neighbors, from whom we are divided by borders of national identities? Do we hear their 
pained or joyous voices? Can we join our neighbors in a shared voice and united decisions for a better daily life, using 
natural resources and human expertise in a sustainable way, even across borders?
Through my research paper I propose a hypothetical model of neighborly community communication that disregards histori-
cal borderlines created by nationalism, wars, and separations. Such a communication of collaborative social groups could 
successfully join efforts and good will for their prosperity and well-being by diminishing human and natural divisions.
On the basis of reviewed literature, quantitative arguments, and qualitative analysis, as well as using other direct tools of 
neighboring community communication, the paper will demonstrate an inclusive and participatory neighbor community in 
the Balkans, which collaborates beyond traditional, natural, and social identities, and leads to social well-being and prosper-
ity for humanity.

The presentation will conclude with the following idea: New technologies and wise knowledge can empower Balkan neigh-
boring communities for better mutual knowledge, partnership in their daily lives, and management of their human and 
natural resources through joint democratic decision making.

Contact: University Marin Barleti, Tirana, Albania, Department of Governance, Policy and Communication,  
 Center for Education, Research, Technology and Innovation 
E-mail: certi@umb.edu.al 

Irena NIkaJ, aleksandra PIluRI, 
mariela buRDa, Donika DaRDha

Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Trajectories of Individual and Societal Changes through Transition
The genesis of this paper may be traced back to the end of November 2009 when research interviews were conducted in 
the field with the aim of collecting data regarding the life stories of people from the Korça region as part of a sub-cultural 
and historical setting that has been impacted by substantial migratory processes.
The aim of our approach (based on interviews of a biographical nature) was to view it as part of an externalization and 
interaction process through which identities emerge. We deem this of great research interest for such regions as Korça, 
which has a consolidated tradition of population emigration, extensively revived after 1990, ensuing the political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural changes that occurred in the Balkans in general, and in Albania in particular.
This paper presents analyses of biographical conversations in the framework of research interviews, by incorporating 
data on family traditions related to professions, social statuses and social relations, emigration at the beginning of the 
XX century, life and professions during 1945-1990, education, emigration post-1990, the changes in mentality, relations 
with foreign employers, etc.

Contacts: University of Korça, Albania 
E-mail: inikaj@yahoo.com; z.ballco@yahoo.com; elaburda@yahoo.com; donikadardha@yahoo.fr

Jouko NIkula
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Civil Attitudes on Environment in Serbia
The paper deals with attitudes and opinions related to environmental problems and activity. Data sources include Euro-
pean Values Study 2008, World Values Surveys 1996, 2001 & 2006 and interviews conducted in May 2011 by MSocSci. 
Emma Hakala. These data are complemented with second-hand sources, such as WHO-reports, academic articles, etc. 
Serbia does not differ very much in the leading causes of death compared with other industrialized countries. WHO 
estimates that non-communicable illnesses (heart attacks, strokes, cancer, diabetes, respiratory diseases and common 
injuries) account for the vast majority of all Serbian death cases (WHO 2009). The cause of mortality often lies in the 
environment and in the way of life; obesity, smoking, alcohol abuse, and drugs. The level of mortality among the Roma 
population is three times higher than among other population groups due to low standard of housing, poverty, bad sanita-
tion, insufficient nutrition, in addition to other, general reasons.
A clear majority of Serbians think that environmental problems related to water and air are very serious. The question 
of choice of priority between economic growth and protecting the environment was included in all the three surveys. In 
1996 the opinions were quite divided, 46 % of respondents found protecting environment more important than economic 
growth and jobs, while 44 % held the opposite opinion. Five years later the support for environment protection was at the 
same level as in 1996, and support for environment protection grew in the next period.
Respondents were somewhat confused when evaluating the nature-human relation: 51 % agreed that the limits of nature 
are soon approaching, 43 % thought that humans are meant to rule over nature, at the same time 83 % agreed that 
human interference with nature would produce disastrous results – and yet 60 % were convinced that human ingenuity 
would solve all environmental problems. The impact of the difficult economic situation on people’s attitudes can be seen 
in the changing share of those who favor economic growth (43-39-36%) over protection of nature. In conclusion, the pic-
ture emerging from the surveys gives reason for optimism: the level of environmental consciousness is relatively high in 
Serbia and people seem to be willing to make concrete economic sacrifices for the benefit of the environment. However, 
there is relatively little coordinated activity between different stake-holders on environmental issues. Public administra-
tion seems to be relatively passive at local level and individual NGOs accomplish singular project-based actions without 
any systematic cooperation with other NGOs or stake-holders. Constructing many-sided partnership relations can bring 
about solutions both for environmental problems and for the unstable security situation. This requires stabilizing activity 
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of NGOs having capacity to work in the long run and constructive relations with local and regional administration. Partner-
ship relations at local level should be supported systematically and various educational efforts should be combined with 
ecological knowledge and local development know-how, among others.

Contact: University of Helsinki, Finland, Finnish Center for Russian and Eastern European Studies 
E-mail: jounikul@gmail.com, jounikul@mappi.helsinki.fi

Saimir OSmaNI
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

The Political Crisis in the Region during the 20th Century
After the collapse of the Berlin Wall, Europe immediately switched to a new world order. This brought about the collapse 
and liquidation of all the authoritarian regimes in Eastern Europe, countries which had been living under a devastating 
order of economy and social conditions. The wind of change during the 1990s marked this isolated part of the Democratic 
continent; all the people witnessed the crumbling of the regimes in Romania, Soviet Union, Albania, Yugoslavia, etc. Nev-
ertheless, this phenomenon has not brought about a solution to the problems, and it is not apparent that the pluralistic 
system is giving a conclusive solution to the isolated region of Southeast Europe. The Balkan region has been associated 
with a wave of economic, social and political challenges. As a hotbed for wars throughout the twentieth century, the Bal-
kans could not and did not have to resurrect the old ethnic and boundary problems. The conflicts were more problematic 
in the so-called Federation of the former Yugoslavia, a mounted federation of states in which life had various religious, 
ethnic, cultural, and linguistic dimensions. The Balkan crisis which has been identified with the crisis of former Yugoslavia, 
has been the origin of international influence in this region in the late 20th century.

Contact: Institute of European Studies, Tirana, Albania 
E-mail: admissions@umb.edu.al, saimirosmani@gmail.com

ali PaJaZItI
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Cultural Tensions as Challenges of Post-transitional Society: 	
Carnival and Sport (2012) as Fragmentation Tools 
The Republic of Macedonia is a relatively new political formation, with twenty years of historical background, and is coping 
with numerous societal problems, including a prolonged transition (from command economy and political monism to free-
market economy and pluralism), interethnic tensions (the conflict in 2001), unsolved issues with external factors (Greece, 
Serbia, Bulgaria), etc. As a structurally multicultural reality, this young democracy is described as an unstable and risk society 
(UNDP, 2010). Negligence and discrimination, distribution of power and identity issues, are among the causes of interethnic 
relations marked by fear, mistrust, prejudice, and confrontation even in cultural events such as two recent cases: the Carnival 
of Vevchani (sacrilege against Islamic symbols, the Qur’an, hijab), which provoked inter-religious tensions, and the European 
Handball Championship 2012 (Nish, Serbia), where ethnic Macedonian chauvinist fans expressed opposition to the Albani-
ans („Darn Albanians”) at an international competition. These events have increased social frustration and deteriorated social 
cohesion and relations between the country’s two largest communities, Macedonians and Albanians. 
This paper is based on a multidimensional study that enables scientific interpretation and elaboration of the phenom-
enon of “divided society in progress”.

Contact: South-East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia 
E-mail: a.pajaziti@seeu.edu.mk; www.alipajaziti.net

Ioanna-Stamatina PaNaGIOtakOPOulOu
Thematic Session:  

Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Identity Traits and Social Cohesion of Leadership at the Workplace. 	
Traditional and New Perspectives in Our Time
In our time employment and organization have always been in an ‘identity crisis’. The recent changes in the industrial and 
occupational structures of modern Western societies have posed questions about the ‘identity’ of a modern economy con-
ceived of both in terms of the dominance of large-scale manufacturing industry and in terms of a national system of inter-
dependent sections, and about the identity of ‘the modern industrial-employer-defined person working full time’. This study 
explores the links between identity traits, the emotions, and the emotional intelligence of the leadership at the workplace 

applying traditional theories of work psychology, new theories of human emotions, emotional intelligence, and the theory 
of chaos. The social world of today seems to be an open laissez faire, non-linear turbulent system; one meets persons who 
are spontaneously self-produced, self-organized, and within a continuous flow of extremely rapid changes. The identity of 
leadership seems to be a rhetorical superfluity, a person without thoughts, without the capacity to escape from this turbulent 
society’s system within the global economy and from the global universal crisis. Where can we find an emotionally intelligent 
manager? Social scientists must work very hard to create a ‘social equilibrium’ dynamics and to save this ‘grey’ universe.

Contact: University of Cassino, Italy 
E-mail: ros_pana@yahoo.gr

kamelia PEtkOva
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

Success through the Eyes of a Roma Businessman in Times of Economic Crisis
The paper presents an analytical interpretation of the results of a qualitative research – in-depth interviews with Roma 
businessmen who manage to survive in business and successfully realize their business initiatives despite the chal-
lenges of the economic crisis. The interest in this particular category is prompted by the fact that Roma businessmen 
show greater initiative, are more prone to take risks, and have a greater potential of ‘pulling’ their community forward 
than other categories in the Roma ethnic group. Their specific social background is mostly due to their acquired socio-
economic status. Their recognition in a competitive environment is due to their personal character, acquired knowledge, 
qualification and organizational skills. How do you survive in the economic crisis? What does it mean to be successful? 
How do you start? Which path should you take? What kind of problems will you face? What kind of qualities should you 
possess in order to achieve the dream of building a career and attaining economic independence? Without being com-
prehensive, the analysis tries to answer these and many other questions; it is based on the life experience of successful 
Roma businessmen in the private sector.

Contact: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: kamelia.petkova@gmail.com

kristina PEtkOva 
Pepka bOYaDJIEva

Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Emotions and National Identity in a Comparative Perspective: 	
Bulgaria, Albania, and Germany
The authors have tested whether comparisons with other nations result in changes in the emotional content of national 
identity (the pride or shame of being Bulgarian). The method applied was priming 700 respondents with German and 
Albanian personality attributes. Data was processed using regression analysis

Contacts: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: kristina.petkova@gmail.com; pepka7@gmail.com

Sunaj RaImI
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

The Albanians’ Culture of Inter-religious Tolerance. The Case of Gjergj Elez Alia
The main reason that made me treat in a scientific way this socio-cultural theme is the enigma of the identity of our 
legendary warrior Gjergj Elez Alia. This paper presents a philosophical-sociological attempt to unravel the socio-linguistic 
enigma contained in the name of Gjergj Elez Alia. His personal name (Gjergj) is related to the Catholic religion but his 
middle and last names (Elez and Alia) belong to Islamic religion?!
I will try to discuss some interesting questions and present theses related to this Albanian legend.
The questions are: is the name of Gjergj Elez Alias connected with the Albanians’ transitional phase from Catholicism to 
the Islamic religion? Is the fact that the proportions of the names of Gjergj Elez Alias (one Catholic name to two Islamic 
names) match the proportions of religious affiliation among the Albanians a coincidence or not? Can there be a secret 
message contained here related to the inter-religious (Catholic and Islamic) tolerance of Albanians?

Contact: State University of Tetovo, Macedonia, Department of Sociology 
E-mail: sunaj.raimi@hotmail.com
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temenuga RakaDJIISka
Thematic Panel: Balkan Crossroads: Strategies, Routes, and Adaptation of Trans-national Migrants

Bulgarian and Romanian Migrant Labour Realization on the European Labour Markets
The theoretical limitation of the stated matter emphasizes the legal labour emigration from Bulgaria and Romania. The 
empirical data are derived from analysis of documents of EU, EP and other institutions, from published materials from 
researches by various research teams, and from content analysis of the Bulgarian emigrant forums.
Can the Bulgarians and Romanians be integrated into the European labour market? To what extent and how are they 
integrated into different West European labour markets and into concrete labour practices? Are the Bulgarian and Ro-
manian labour emigrants targets of discrimination, proclaimed in the public area as a ‘double standard’? What are the 
benefits and losses to the state resulting from successful labour migrants? Is it possible and necessary for the state and 
civil institutions in Bulgaria and Romania to impose utility service on the migrants which could facilitate their integration 
into the West European labour market? Is labour realization equivalent to social?
It is obvious, despite publically made suggestions, that the crisis will bring many immigrants back to their countries, and 
although the EU statistics report a large number of immigrants returning to their countries in the last years, these are just 
part of the illegal migrants, and of those who have not succeeded abroad.
The paper searches for and gives definite answers to these questions, showing the author’s point of view on the given 
problems.

Contact: University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: T.Rakadjiiska@gmail.com

anastasia-valentine RIGaS
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and 

Social Relationships in the Balkans. Social Representations of Greek Graduate 	
Students Regarding their National and European Identity
The study was conducted at the University of Crete; all of our respondents were graduate students at the University, 
but coming from different cities of Greece. Our methodology was based on the ego-ecology approach (IMIS question-
naire – M. Zavalloni & Louis Guerain, 1984). The analysis of units that are important due to their repetition has resulted 
in the identification of two different patterns of identity: those of the ‘Greek’ and of the ‘European’ citizen. ‘Greeks’ are 
represented as warm, passionate, and sensual, conservative and tough, ‘like a real man should be’. Politically, they con-
sider their in-group to be a democratic and liberal one. On the other hand, the ‘European citizen’ appears as typically cold 
and rational, imprisoned within a huge productive machine, closed towards the others, a workaholic who doesn’t know 
what amusement means and, therefore, is dangerous, non-sensual, displaying cold courtesy, doing well only in terms of 
finance. Politically, the ‘Europeans’ are represented as dominating and exploiters of others.

Contact: University of Crete, Greece 
E-mail: ros_pana@yahoo.gr

Gilles ROuEt
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Walls and Gates: Boundaries and Identities
It is necessary to study borders in conjunction with their performances, and hence the ideologies and contexts that have 
shaped the past, never forgetting that the characteristics of boundaries are determined by custom as well. Just as maps 
make territories, uses make frontiers, in respect to the latter’s representations and appropriations.
Boundaries are linked to identity processes, to creative processes, and to cultural expressions. The border, accepted 
or rejected, installed or moved, deleted or (re)invented, is necessarily subjectivized and thus participates in culture as 
identities; we might not know exactly where it lies, but we ‘know’ it, we know that it exists; we have a representation of it! 
The border is, at least, a mental limit. And everyone needs limits, even though we are aware of the difficulty in designating 
human infinity; any ultimate limit implies another territory, a necessary terra incognita. “The border is primarily an intel-
lectual and moral matter”; intellectual because it is conceived and represented; moral because it is social and carries 
values. “Groups” must recognize and legitimize it. The border is ‘a seam or a scar’, a joint or ‘a hinge’, ‘a dividing line’ but 
also ‘a barrier’ and a prohibition.
There is no identity without a border, because in order to understand the border in its operation, even without ever hav-
ing seen it, to represent the border, it must be set as something social. The border, when it becomes a wall, transforms 

the identity process. This is the “fear of the barbarians” and the prohibition of passage (Cf. Tzvetan Todorov, La peur des 
Barbares, au-delà du choc des civilisations, Paris, Robert Laffont, 2008).

Contact: GEPECS, University Paris Descartes, France/KEKS, Banska Bystrica, Slovakia/French Institute in Bulgaria 
E-mail: gilles.rouet@institutfrance.bg; gilles.rouet@gmail.com

Jorida RuStEmI
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

A Study of Albanians’ Attitudes toward Serbs
There is a strong body of research supporting the idea that Albanians have been welcoming and supportive to other ethnici-
ties. It is a known fact that during the Holocaust, Albania protected its own Jews while also offering shelter to other Jews who 
had escaped from Serbia, Austria, and Greece, and also offered shelter to thousands of Greeks during the Greek Civil War.
Another instance of openhandedness was shown during the Kosovo Conflict, a period in which Albanian people again set 
an example of solidarity, this time with the people of Kosovo, welcoming them to their own homes. In this case though, 
there was a strong feeling toward other people who were seen as “brothers of the same blood”, forced to leave their 
homeland by the Serbian military and police forces for unjust reasons. Albanians during those months witnessed open 
discrimination and violence, and this clearly impacted on their feelings against Serbia and the Serb population. Neverthe-
less, Albanians did not reply in violent ways, did not start or support discriminatory campaigns against Serbs.
The proposed qualitative study is based on public opinion surveys and aims to reveal the attitudes that Albanians hold to-
wards Serbs; this will give a better understanding of the factors that inhibit the conflict and promote peace even between 
people who share a multifaceted historical background.

Contact: University Marin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
E-mail: psych-soc.counseling@umb.edu.al

Yuliya RuZhINa
Thematic Panel: Sociology of Science & Technology Perspective to the Balkan Countries’ Development

Science-business Relationships: Lessons from a University Innovation Incubator 
This report is based on the results of my graduation diploma paper for bachelor’s degree in sociology, entitled “Techno-
logical transfer between science and business in the Bulgarian universities”. It presents an analysis of the controversies, 
problems and possibilities that a particular Bulgarian university is confronted with in its efforts to develop academic 
entrepreneurship through the creation of an innovative incubator. The topic is important, because knowledge and its 
transformation into new products has always been the engine of economic growth. But only recently have non-profit insti-
tutions in Bulgaria, such as universities, increasingly begun to organize their activities in such a way that they will not only 
consume capital but also generate it. We find that the Western European style of academic entrepreneurship, developed 
since the 1990s, cannot simply be translated to our economy. It needs to be adapted to our different economic and 
social conditions, and this includes solving a series of unorthodox issues. My claim is that the development of academic 
entrepreneurship in Bulgaria is possible, despite the challenges and difficulties it encounters.

Contact: Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria, Department of Applied and Institutional Sociology 
E-mails: yuliyarougina@yahoo.fr

Esmeralda SElIta
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Diversities and Similarity: Political-Social Factors of the Reception of Modern Drama 	
in the Balkan Theatre, before and after the Decline of Communism 	
(Case Study: Theatres in Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia, and Serbia)
The twentieth century was full of theatrical metamorphoses that toppled and overturned the traditions of dramatic art. 
Numerous models, often mutually contradictory, were presented to the public throughout the world; after 1990, they 
reached the Albanian audience as well. What about Albania’s neighbouring countries and the territories with Albanian-
speaking population? In a panoramic view, which will include the period before and after the decline of Communism, we 
will try to discuss and to explain the problematic, the distinctions and the similarities in the reception of modern Western 
drama by audiences and specialized critics,. The specific case study is Theatre of the Absurd.

Contact: University of Arts, Tirana, Albania, Institute of Cultural Anthropology and Studies of Art, Centre of Albanological Studies, Tirana, Albania 
E-mail: eselita@yahoo.com
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kire ShaRlamaNOv
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Mobility and Social Inequalities in Macedonia
The political and economic transition in the 1990s led to anomie, to the breakdown of the correspondence between social 
goals and values on one side, and the means and tools for achieving of those goals and values on the other side. In Macedonia, 
as in other post-communist countries, transition has had serious social consequences. Basically, the transition has caused 
serious social shifts that reflect on the quality of life of a large number of citizens. The most important of these processes was 
privatization, whereby ownership was transferred from collective, social subjects to individual, private subjects. In its course, a 
small number of people, the new elite, have acquired possession of most of the social wealth, and most of the population has 
lost their jobs in factories as a result of restructuring of companies conducted in the name of enhancing productivity. The con-
sequences of these processes was increased unemployment. For example, in Macedonia at one time 39% of the labour market 
were unemployed; many Macedonians try to solve this problem by migrating to Western countries. Such a situation implies 
weaker mobility within society and greater mobility between societies, which corresponds to the processes of globalization.

Contact: International Balkan University, Skopje, Macedonia 
E-mail: sharlamanovk@gmail.com

mirela SINaNI
Thematic Session: Transformations of Identities and Social Relationships in the Balkans

Language as the Existential Way of Peoples through the Vortex of Complex Integrative 
Developments: From the Definition of Language as Main Element of National Identity to 
that as Main Way of Communication Between Peoples
The paper is focused on some problems related to language in the transition period. Language as a body of symbols 
of a given society, has a multi-functional role as separator and connector. It is the main feature characterizing national 
identity, but also the main way for cultural communication between peoples.
As part of human existence, language is subject to changes. Problems of integration are often misused at the expense 
of the people; language is taken as the distinct sign of national identity. In some cases changes in language are violent, 
politically oriented, and at times they express cultural submission and hidden racial discrimination.
In this situation, the problem arises: “Who will decide on changes to be made in the language?” Is this a task only for 
the specialist in language, under the direction of the government, which would be a political decision, or is it a broader 
problem that falls under the domain of philosophers, sociologists, civil society, and public opinion? What is the role of 
sociology and its tools in the process of linguistic changes?

Contact: University of Tirana, Albania, Faculty of Social Sciences 
E-mail: mirela.sinani@yahoo.com

lekë SOkOlI
Plenary Session

Considering Change and Progress in the Balkan Context: Old and New Challenges 
The past two decades have been characterized by dramatic changes in the Balkans. Some of their dimensions can be identi-
fied: the first is economic and involves the wide triumph of capitalism and a predominance of economic liberalization; the 
second is political and is related to democratic revolutions and, subsequently, reforms in the context of post-communist transi-
tions; the third dimension is social and relates to a radical metamorphosis of social relations. In the Balkans, the main keyword 
of the last two decades has been ‘change’. But change is not always progress. It is time to compare: change vs. development; 
development vs. sustainable development; sustainable development in economic terms vs. social progress, and methodo-
logically, Classical Determinism (determinism is dead in the social sciences) vs. the Comparative Method itself (it would be 
impossible today to think outside of comparisons). In this paper we have combined documentary analysis of secondary sources 
(statistics from international organizations, including World Bank, OECD, UNDP, Eurostat, TI, NEF, etc.), with the comparative 
method. Analyzing the main indicators of progress, some conclusions are drawn about how Balkan nations and Balkan peoples 
can develop their well-being. The new challenge is to consider the indicators of social progress (except GDP) such as Happy 
Planet Index (HPI), which combine in a single index happiness in life and ecological considerations. The author refers first to 
Albania in a Balkan context. Yet the Albanian case is not so unique: it mirrors problems of other Balkan Countries as well.

Contact: University Marin Barleti, Tirana, Albania, Albanian Institute of Sociology (AIS) 
E-mail: lsokoli@hotmail.com, lsokoli@instituti-sociologjise.al

Jani SOta
Thematic Session: Education and Youth

Globalization and Education for All: The Challenge of the 21st Century
Recently there has been increasing talk about “globalization”, including discussions mainly of the economic but also of 
the cultural context. Many perceive it as a significant progress, others as certainly a threat. However, despite the euphoria 
regarding this phenomenon, globalization is an evolving process. It is a fact that this progressive economic, scientific, 
political, and cultural development of all peoples has turned our planet into a big city with many differences, in particular 
in education and educational activities.
In this paper, we will try to throw light on fundamental issues, such as: a) understanding the notion of globalization in rela-
tion to the pedagogical principles of integrity and completeness; b) the elements of globalization as a necessary process 
and a development factor; c) the challenges of “education for all” in the 21st century.
The paper analyzes the content of global education, and links globalization in education with the development of democ-
racy and human rights, global ethics, the influence of European and world norms, standards, as well as the penetration 
of global civic cultural elements.

Contact: University Aleksander Moisiu, Durres, Albania 
E-mail: jani_sota@gmail.com

Francois SOulaGES
Plenary Session

A Critical Questioning on the Concept of Balkanization. Is the Concept of Balkanization 
Essentially Ideological or, on the Contrary, Theorerical-Critical?
The term “Balkanization” was first used in September 1918, before the end of WWI, by the German Walther Rathenau in 
an interview for the New York Times. 
Thus, he did not use it in a theoretical text but in the course of verbal exchange. What did he gain in this exchange? What 
did he offer in the exchange? Did what he said pertain to ideological speech, to voiced opinion, and not to a theoretical, 
scientific, or critical text? Here Althusser’s definition of ideology could be of help to our discussion: “an ideology is a sys-
tem (with its own logic and rigor) of representations (images, myths, ideas, or concepts, as the case may be) existing, and 
endowed with a historical role, within a given society. […] As a system of representations, ideology differs from science in 
that its practical-social function outweighs its theoretical function (or knowledge function)” (Louis Althusser, Pour Marx, 
Paris, François Maspero, 1967, p. 238). We will use it in order to think the problem we are building.
First of all, we should remember that the war was not over at the time – an intensely meaningful fact. The word became a 
conceptual tool, and more than conceptual, for diplomacy and for politics (but can these two be dissociated? – there lies 
the problem) when the several treaties were being adopted in the aftermath of the War.
Furthermore, we should recall that Rathenau took the Balkan situation as a point of departure but went beyond it. That is 
why we should perhaps ask ourselves some questions about this : the concept is generalized, exported for use in think-
ing about other historical and geopolitical realities: we go beyond history and geography towards the laws of geopolitics, 
particularly as they concern boundaries: is the boundary legitimate? is it relevant? is it efficient? is it functional? We have 
posed these questions, in a way, in Géoartisitque & Géopolitique, Frontières 1, Paris, L’Harmattan, collection Local & 
global, �01�.
How do things stand as regards this process of fragmentation of geopolitical unities? Why do we not refer to geographical 
unities – but then again, what is a geographical unity? Would the latter be something “natural”, does it necessarily refer 
to physical geography and not to human geography, i.e. the geography of people involved and embedded in history, in 
histories? But, correlatively, why do we not refer to purely political and historical realities?
Why, if not that the problem of boundaries is a problem, sure enough, of space, but above all of time and of the uncon-
scious. Balkanization would then designate the process of dividing up, in the course of which a whole that has proven to 
be nothing but a heap becomes a sum of increasingly disparate components. We pass from unity to a schyzophrenia-in-
ducing multitude that produces fractal fragments – a multitude of States of increasingly precarious viability, and marked 
by increasingly rapid temporal scansions: here we have Braudel exploded by acceleration and high speed: a different hu-
man and geopolitical experience bursts through the traditional categories of thought, no less in diplomacy than in politics 
or in history : the local explodes the global, and, in turn, also explodes.
As a metaphor of the fragmentation bomb, ‘Balkanization’ becomes the concept used to describe one of the two cor-
related movements after 1989, the other one being massifying globalization. 



abStRaCtS

��

abStRaCtS

��

What lies hidden behind, and/or is said by, this concept rooted in one of the founding moments and movements of the 20th 
century, a concept that claims to shed light on what seems to be happening in Europe, Russia, Africa, and elsewhere?

Contact: University Paris 8/RETINA.International (Recherches Esthétiques & Théorétiques des Images Nouvelles & Anciennes) & ECAC  
 (Europe Contemporaine & Art Contemporain), France 
E-mail: francois.soulages@wanadoo.fr

Strasko StOJaNOvSkI
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Territorial Bases of Balkan Nationalism: The Case of Late Ottoman Macedonia
The revival of the nation and promotion of the national ideology play the key role in redefining Balkan identities. The new 
era of modernity actually offers completely new standards for defining Otherness as a requirement for constructing the 
borderline between groups. While during the imperial era communities were built a world view based on religion and ser-
vitude as a universal criteria, the new conditions of the market economy and citizenship presented the new nation state 
as the sole alternative, and nationalism as a necessary ideology.
The national project necessarily began with religious settlement in the late Ottoman Empire, and generated the present-
day Balkan national discourse, in which there was a clash of models for building a national ideology, all of which came 
from Western Europe. Since the original national ideology under the veil of liberalism, humanism and the Enlightenment 
would establish itself within the framework of the Christian communities, ethnicity in terms of affiliation to the Orthodox 
Church would become a basic criterion for building national uniqueness. In the early 19th century Pan-Orthodoxy began to 
evolve towards the promoting of Pan-Slavism. The opposition to the use of the “Holy Greek Language” in religious service 
became a basic motive for starting to seek the medieval empire roots of the Slavic communities. 
This refers to the models for national construction and nation building. Within the Balkan context, the prevalent assump-
tion in current scientific thought is that nations are based on an ethno-linguistic model of existence of organic settled 
nations. The basic substantial national element is language and culture; territory bears the second denotation. But 
deeper substantial theoretical analyses leads to a different conclusion. The assumption of Brubaker is that the French 
understanding of nationalism is state-centered and assimilation-oriented, while the German one is nation-centered and 
oriented to differentiation; the former is based on building universal cultural values, and the latter, on organic, cultural, 
linguistic, or racial communities. Hence, the second understanding of the meaning of a nation views the latter as ethni-
cally centred, not as a political fact. Brubaker’s interpretation could be applied to the Balkan historical-national context, 
where we can find two differentiated phases of national construction:
1. The first phase involves the French model, where assimilative power is based on a political foundation; 
2.  In the second phase, the sense of ethnicity of the organic nation or ethnos is built, which after its establishment will 

tend to be affirmed in the next generations.
For the purpose of a theoretical framework we offer examples of the basic models of nation building in Balkan states. 
The phase of institution building in Serbia and Greece did not offer full integration for all categories of population living 
on the geographical projected territories. The “great nation” programs, such as Nacrtanie and Megali Idea, created pre-
conditions for building a vision of an organic nation, but in practice this nation had to be created through assimilation, 
which related to the French model, and an “exchange” of populations between the young Balkan states, which followed 
the German model.
As in the examples of the other Balkan nation-states, nation building in Macedonia was also a synthesis of the two basic mod-
els – territorial (civic) and ethno-linguistic (cultural). The Macedonian proto-national stage incorporated the activity of the early 
intelligentsia which was under the influence of the Enlightenment. In the late Ottoman period Macedonia was under the strong in-
fluence of the young Balkan nationalisms in neighbouring countries. National competition produced a new sense of political loyalty 
under IMRO, and presented Macedonia as an imagined homeland. This type of nationalism is well-described in Misirkov’s “About 
Macedonian affairs” [„Za Makedonckite raboti”]. Later projections would developed the full Macedonian ethno-national identity.

Contact: University Goce Delcev, Shtip, Macedonia, Faculty of Law 
E-mail: strasko.stojanovski@ugd.edu.mk

Ivan tChalakOv
Thematic Panel: Sociology of Science & Technology Perspective to the Balkan Countries’ Development

The Amateur’s Action in Science
The papers analyses the problem of human action in terms of concepts of Aristotle’s theory of action in its interpreta-
tions in Byzantine Orthodox Philosophy. A brief overview is made of the main sociological approaches to human action. 

After introducing several binary oppositions – between routine and creative action, between everyday and expert action, 
and between existential (action-energeia) and causal action (action-kinesis) – the paper considers the amateur’s action 
as a special type of action permeated by at least some of these oppositions. In its second part the paper analyses the 
amateur’s actions in early modern science and the traces these actions have left in the current understanding of profes-
sional scientific activity.

Contact: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria, Department of Knowledge Society:  
 Science, Education and Innovations/Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria, Department of Applied and Institutional Sociology 
E-mail: tchalakov@policy.hu

Gjorgji tONOvSkI
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Are the Balkans still the ‘Bloody’ Balkans?
The essence of the process of social transition should be the opening of a new era in the social orders and social struc-
tures in the Balkan countries. But the outlets of this process vary greatly. Thus, we simultaneously have the remnants 
of the long-past history of the Balkans and the modern structures belonging to the European social system. On one side 
there is a situation in which the newly constructed states, though an undisputable reality, are not recognized by neighbor-
ing Balkan countries. On another side, the European Union is represented here by three full member states. On a third 
side, the European idea of multi-ethnic and multi-cultural societies is still very weakly present in the attitudes, behavior, 
and practice of Balkan societies. Many old ideas regarding national domination, ethnic inequality, nationalism, the great 
states, etc., are still used by certain ideological forces of varying social weight. Hence, the term ‘neighbour’ has two 
aspects in the Balkans: a) the relations between the neighboring states (countries), and b) the relations between the dif-
ferent recognized ethnic groups and their members. The second aspect is directly connected with the idea and practice 
of modern multicultural and multiethnic societies in this millennium.

Contact: FON University, Skopje, Macedonia 
E-mail: gtonovski@yahoo.com

loreta tOZaJ
Thematic Session: Global Social Order, States, Political Practices, Citizens

Albanian Citizenship and the Long Road to European Citizenship
Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights establishes that “Each person has the right to citizenship”. 
Possession of a nationality is of utmost importance for the person. Thus, under Article 1 of the European Convention on 
Nationality of 1997: “Citizenship is the legal bond between the person and the state, and does not take into consideration 
ethnic origin”. Each state sets its own policy of citizenship, closely associated with the policy of increasing or reducing 
the population, with the protection of human rights, in accordance with national and international situations, but always 
creating the appropriate legal basis for every relevant institution. Nowadays we can not define the concept of citizenship 
only on the basis of national laws because of the influence of international bilateral and multilateral norms which often 
substantially modify the concept of nationality in various national norms.
Our dream is to be a member of the European Union, but first we need to know our rights and duties as Albanian citizens; 
in order to achieve membership easier and faster, we need to recall that national citizenship is primary and original, while 
European citizenship is derivative and therefore defined as second degree citizenship.

Contact: University Ismail Qemali, Vlora, Albania, Human Science Faculty, Justice Department 
E-mail: loreta.alushi@yahoo.it

magdalini vamPa
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Culture and Leadership
As the title suggests, this paper is about culture and leadership. The discussion will center on research that describes 
culture, its dimensions and the effects of culture on the leadership process.
It is a fact that globalization has been advancing throughout the world. Globalization is the increased interdependence 
(economic, social, technical, and political) between nations. In the past 10 years, our schools, organizations and com-
munities have become far more global than in the past. Increased globalization has raised many challenges, including 
the need to identify and select appropriate leaders for these entities of the 21-st century.
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The purpose of this paper is to present the way in which national and cultural perception of the phenomenon can be used 
in expanding the concept of leadership.
Through the study of writings and opinions of researchers in the field I try to introduce the understanding of leadership 
from the perspective of different cultures in an effort to analyzing this phenomenon in Albania.
Through this overview of literature I have tried to explain how school management practices are built upon an episte-
mological and empirical relation of life experience that is qualitatively distinct from north to south and from east to west.

Contact: University F.S.Noli, korca, Albania 
E-mail: magdagagollari@yahoo.com

Patricia vaNNIER
Thematic Session: Balkan Societies: Heritages and Modernizations

Varna, 1970: Bulgaria Welcomes International Sociology for the 7th ISA Congress
The paper aims to understand the processes of construction, circulation and internationalization of sociological knowl-
edge. The ISA congresses constitute a privileged place of internationalization of sociological knowledge. The congress 
organized in Varna, Bulgaria, in 1970 raises specific and interesting questions about the national construction and the 
international exchanges of sociological knowledge.
First we will examine the historical, political and sociological context in which the candidacy of Varna to organize the 
congress of the ISA was decided. Then, we will show the course of the Congress by examining the national participations 
and the important events that took place there, such as the change of the ISA statutes. Finally, we will identify some 
consequences of the Varna Congress for the sociology of the East European countries, for the sociology of the Western 
countries, but also for the internationalization of sociological knowledge. 

Contact: University of Toulouse II – Le Mirail, LISST-CERS (UMR 5193), France 
E-mail: patricia.vannier@univ-tlse2.fr

mimi vaSSIlEva
Thematic Panel: Sociology of Science & Technology Perspective to the Balkan Countries’ Development

Marketing the Results of Applied Research: 	
Doing Technology Transfer in a Bulgarian University
The paper is focused on the attempt of a Bulgarian university to commercialize research results into market and industry. 
The study is part of a 2-year science project that, itself, is aimed at implementation by the University Technology Transfer 
Office (TTO). An attempt is made to look at the problem of applied research in the perspective of marketing of science 
results and, more specifically, on capacities, know-how, and routines. Many questions are raised about the difficulties of 
commercialization of science results at their ‘conceptual’ and ‘prototype’ levels. Two possible ways of academic entre-
preneurship are analyzed: institutionalization of the entrepreneurial efforts (spin-off firms, TTO) and individual players’ 
attempts. Based on our project experience, what are the limits of the process of transferring scientific results, and how 
can they be surmounted?

Contact: Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria, Department of Applied and Institutional Sociology 
E-mail: vassileva_m@mail.bg

Gazmend ZENElI, Jonida taRaJ, haki kOla
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

“The Boundary Does Not Twist”: A Historical and Sociological Overview 	
of the Community Forestry in Albania
“The common good is put before private damage.” This sentence taken from the Kanun (customary law which for cen-
turies governed daily life in Albania) describes very well the moral and community behavior of Albanians. Perhaps these 
community values are what determined the success of Albanians in resisting assimilation by others, even though Albania 
occupies a strategic location, historically and politically. An important point that emerges is the close relationship be-
tween individual and community: the community sense was fostered by every art the mountaineers knew. Although for-
ests were officially mostly state-owned, in practice the district’s forest usage rights were defined by the Kanun, which was 
enforced by village elders. The humblest man was encouraged to regard his village or group of villages as his personal 
property. After the Communists came to power (end of 1944), the technocratic legacy combined with Communist prin-

ciples became the basis of the forest policy. The disintegration of the state and collective enterprises after the collapse 
of the Communist regime was dramatic, and since 1991, Albania has pursued a process of forestry reform. This paper 
provides a historical overview of the relationship between man and forest, focusing mainly on the sociological aspects of 
this relationship, and how community forestry is situated today in Albania. Although community forestry holds promise 
as a viable approach to forest conservation and community development, there are several gaps between theory and in 
practice in community forestry.

Contacts:  Gazmend Zeneli: University Marin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
E-mail: director.bird@umb.edu.al 
Contacts:  Jonida Taraj: University Marin Barleti, tirana, Albania 
Contacts:  Haki Kola: Netherlands Development Organization (SNV), Prishtina, Kosovo

vaeld ZhEZha, Eriona katRO
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

Market Regulation in Albania from the First Years of Transition until Today
The crisis and collapse of the socialist regime in Albania in the early 1990s opened the way to a pluralistic system and a 
free market economy. Albania’s transition towards Western models, although a difficult one, has developed along three 
basic paths: a political transition towards democracy, an economic transition towards the market economy, and a transi-
tion aimed at making the citizen the fulcrum of political life. This paper focuses on the economic transition to a market 
economy. In our presentation we will try to analyze the evolution of market regulation in Albania since the early 1990s and 
until the present day. The analysis starts with a discussion of the establishment of the Albanian free market, continues 
with a thorough examination of law no. 8044, of 1995, ‘on competition’ in Albania, a law guaranteeing an environment 
for a free market. The final part is structured in two dinstinctive topics: the reasons for adopting the actual regime of 
competition, law no. 9121, in the year 2003, and the guarantees that the Albanian Constitution offers for a free market 
and free competition in the country. 

Contacts: Albanian University, Tirana, Albania 
E-mail: vaeldzhezha@yahoo.com, erionakatro@yahoo.it

Eralda ZhIlla
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Herzberg’s Motivation Hygiene Theory and the Job Characteristics Model in Albanian Uni-
versities: The Main Effect of Pay Satisfaction
This paper explores the effect of motivational variables on pay satisfaction. It examines what motivates academic staff in 
universities and also their level of motivation, using Herzberg’s hygiene factors and motivators. In this study, convenience 
sampling was used to select employees from public universities in different areas of Albania. The questionnaire was hand-
ed to the subjects at their place of work. Researchers did not ask permission from the head of department to conduct 
the survey. The questionnaire included a series of statements and the respondents were asked to indicate their degree 
of agreement with each statement. Responses were scored on a five-point scale. The results show that hygiene factors 
were not the dominant motivators. Based on responses, the respondents perceived the job characteristics “skill, variety, 
and task significance” to be the ones most present in their jobs, while they perceived “feedback from supervisors” as the 
least present. They were most satisfied as regards the job satisfaction constructs of growth satisfaction and satisfaction 
with co-worker relations, while they were least satisfied with the job satisfaction constructs of general satisfaction and 
satisfaction with pay. There is a need to delve more deeply into why they place such a high importance on money. Further 
analysis was performed to assess how much the love of money mediates the relationship between two main variables.

Contact: University of Tirana, Albania, Department of Pedagogy – Psychology 
E-mail: eraldazhilla@yahoo.com

tsocho ZlatkOv
Thematic Session: Mobility and Social Inequalities

Social Mobility Patterns in the Period of Crucial Change
In Bulgarian sociology today there is an insufficiency of explanations concerning the difficulties of the Bulgarian trans-
formation and the country’s lag behind the former socialist states of Central Europe. That is why I envisage to identify 
and reveal the typical mobility patterns of intergenerational mobility in the period 1977-1997. This period encompasses, 
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first, the ‘further development’ of what was termed ‘real socialism’ and the latter’s crisis and decline, and, later on, the 
“revolutionary” processes of transformation of the system and the ‘first 7 years’ of the new capitalism in Bulgaria. The 
processes in the two sub-periods were radically different, but together they have determined the crucial transformations 
of society. Hitherto my previous analyses have shown that in the first sub-period, up to the end of the 1980s, there were 
characteristic trends of decreasing mobility, of closing of groups and decreasing equality of opportunities for attaining 
positions: in other words, the trend at that time was toward an elitist society, the growing consolidation of structures, and 
the hardening of boundaries between groups. The second half of this twenty-year period encompasses the years of the 
perestroyka and the first seven years of the revival of capitalism, the foremost characteristic of this decade being the 
considerable growth of social mobility mostly as a result of increased free circulation.

Contact: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: tzlatkov@abv.bg

lediana XhakOllaRI
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

Quality of Work Life and Opportunity for Career Growth 	
(The Case of Mental Health Workers in Albania)
Numerous studies conducted on the quality of work life have shown that a high quality of work life leads to a higher 
productivity of the organization, higher performance, motivation, commitment, pride, satisfaction of employees at work. 
Opportunity for career growth is considered a key factor of the quality of work life. The focus of this study are mental 
health workers in Albania. The study aims to determine the average level of employee satisfaction with quality of work life, 
satisfaction with opportunity for career growth, and to reveal the relationship between these two variables. For this study 
we have mainly used quantitative methods but also qualitative ones. Specifically, the scale measuring satisfaction with 
the quality of working life (adapted from the model of Walton), unstructured interviews and observations.
The study points to the conclusion that in general mental health workers have a tendency to be satisfied with the quality 
of their work life but they are not satisfied with opportunities for career growth; yet it cannot be said they are unhappy. The 
relationship between variables is a moderate to strong positive relationship.

Contact: University Luigj Gurakuqi, Shkodra, Albania 
E-mail: lxhakollari@unishk.edu.al

merita vaSO XhumaRI
Thematic Session: The Contemporary Economic Crisis: Policies, Strategies, Solutions

The Impact of EU Integration on the Balkan Welfare States
My paper aims to present the findings of my research on challenges facing the Western Balkan countries in their social 
policies to respond to the new political, economic, social and demographic realities, under their common process of EU 
integration. Unlike the EU member states that are facing natural demographic ageing of population, the Western Balkan 
countries, mainly Albania, Kosovo and Macedonia have a favorable demographic situation with more than 50 percent of 
the population under 35 years of age and less than 10 percent of elderly population, above 65. Even the pension policy 
does not seem to be a challenge; at the beginning of transition the sustainability of the pension system was under severe 
strain due to low employment rates, emigration of the young, poor results in collection of contributions, high rates of 
informal economy, and an unexpected increase in the number of pensioners (kind of poverty retirement).
The regional approach taken to the analysis of the Western Balkan countries is relevant in the light of common challenges 
that are facing policy-makers in social policy. The question is how these Balkan countries, in their process of EU Integration, 
can benefit from the European experience in using the Open Method of Coordination. Along with economic cooperation, visa 
liberalization and free movement of citizens, the social policies need to be integrated to guarantee the social rights of their 
citizens wherever they find better opportunities to work and live. After 2002 the EU is promoting regional cooperation in 
social policies through different initiatives and regional projects. Consequently, the social policy actors need to design a new 
regional framework for the future reforms under the EU integration process. They need to develop some common objectives, 
indicators, and networks, using the best practices and innovative approaches in the Balkan region. 

Contact: University of Tirana, Albania, Faculty of Social Sciences 
E-mail: mxhumari@icc-al.org

thEmatIC PaNEl: visible and Invisible minorities in the balkans
Organiser: Maya GREKOVA
The discussion will be focused on the following problems:
1. What do sociologists from the Balkan countries mean by ‘minority’ and to what extent are their visions similar/different? 
2. Which are the ‘visible’ minorities in Balkan countries and what are the similarities and differences between them as 
minorities, what is their visual presence in public spaces and their participation in public life? (I take as an example of 
a ‘visible’ minority in Bulgaria the Roma minority, insofar as its negatively perceived difference is present in all public 
spaces, public spaces as such are accessible to these people yet their presence there is unwelcome, interaction with 
them is undesirable and avoided; all these features are obvious for the Roma people.).
3. Which are the ‘invisible’ minorities in Balkan countries and what are the similarities and differences between them 
as minorities and as regards their invisible presence in society? (I take disabled people as an example of an ‘invisible’ 
minority in Bulgaria, insofar as their disabilities are seen as unconditionally determining and, respectively, limiting their 
existence; their presence in public spaces is limited and, in fact, to a great extent undesirable because of the incapability 
of others to accept the normality of the injured body so as to interact with such a person).

Contact: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria, Department of Sociology 
E-mail: m_grekova@yahoo.com

thEmatIC PaNEl: Challenges to Public Governance  
in the balkan Countries: Peculiarities of the Interaction  
between Public authorities, business, and NGOs
Organiser: Tatiana TOMOVA
Objective: To identify and discuss the problems of public governance that the states of the Balkan region face in the proc-
ess of achieving public goals and delivering public services.
Rationale: The processes of Europeanization, of globalization, and of policy transfer ‘open the doors’ of public governance 
to many civil organizations and social groups that participate in the formulation of public goals and directly provide serv-
ices on the basis of public funding. The states of the Balkan region introduce and use these practices despite the lack of 
many necessary preconditions, which challenges feasibility. The NGOs and the business organizations in the region are 
relatively weak and have limited influence and expertise, which makes them users rather than providers of public serv-
ices. Thus the role of public authorities at all levels of public governance becomes more complicated: they must organize 
the policy process and propose policy alternatives in a situation of almost chaotic, unstructured interaction between 
stakeholders. The results of this interaction are unpredictable and often do not correspond to public expectations. 
Aims:
1. To discuss the feasibility of public governance practices in the Balkan countries;
2. To present and explain good and bad practices;
3. To discuss strategies and practices for overcoming identified problems.

Contact: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria, Department of Public Administration 
E-mail: tatiana.tomova@sclg.uni-sofia.bg

thEmatIC PaNEl: balkan Crossroads:  
Strategies, Routes, and adaptation of trans-national migrants
Organizer: Krastyo PETKOV
This thematic session is devoted to a new social phenomenon: the turning of the Balkans into a crossroad for the move-
ment of trans-national migrants from the third countries (outside the EU) to Europe, America and other traditional destina-
tions. This trend has intensified after the accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the EU and has gained a new acceleration 
during the global economic crisis, the conflicts and civil revolutions in Northern Africa, Eurasia and the Middle East.
The participants in the discussion will present results of empirical sociological researches on the recent trans-border 
migration processes, conducted in 2009-2012. Special attention will be given to strategies and routes of movement 
of migrants through Turkey and Greece to Bulgaria, and from there to the end destinations: Germany, France, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Austria, the Scandinavian region.
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Invited panellists will provide an analysis of different situations of initial adaptation and integration of labor / economic 
migrants from the third countries in the area of southern Bulgaria. The immigration regime of Bulgaria will be discussed 
in the context of EU regulations on cross-border mobility. Data will be presented regarding the main immigration flows 
originating in countries with which Bulgaria has had long-lasting historical and cultural ties – Russia, Turkey, Armenia, 
Macedonia, and others.

Contact: University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: krpetkov@abv.bg

thEmatIC PaNEl: Disloyal Practices  
and Risky Perspectives on Empirical Sociology
Organisers: Mihail MIRCHEV, Ekaterina MARKOVA
We are increasingly often witnessing public speech, scandals, nihilism, aimed at devaluing the quality of sociological sci-
ence, undermining the public prestige of this science and its surveys and forecasts. Various professional fields (literature, 
economics, digital marketing, etc.) have started professing the belief that anyone can do empirical research, “everyone 
can be a sociologist,” and therefore there is no need for specialized training and specific methods of instrumental and 
analytical thinking. As a result, the production of carelessly made “surveys” degrades “sociology” and profanes it. Essen-
tially, the other “researchers” are practically expropriating part of the subject area of empirical sociology. Worst of all, they 
often refuse to comply with professional research standards.
All this would not happen if such “polls” or and such “sociology” (this is a new profane term used with reference to 
empirical research, which became widespread during the electoral campaign of 2011) were not being done by people 
without any, or without sufficient, methodological and instrumental experience, without appropriate qualification, without 
knowledge of the ethical standards in our work.
The logical result of this wave of non-professionalism is that in public space one can promote increasingly dubious ratings, 
descriptions and explanations, predictions and analysis about what is happening in society. Knowledge of the nature and 
objects of sociological science, quality criteria, the ethical requirements for survey data submission, remain a secondary 
matter in public speaking, and are overshadowed by media speculations.
Unfortunately, dishonest behavior has become frequent among our fellow sociologists as well. We encounter many cases 
of faulty practice in the production and dissemination of data from empirical research that has been conducted pseudo-
scientifically yet claims to be representative, valid, and accurate in its predictions. 
Nobody benefits from this negative trend – neither sponsors, nor clients, nor the representatives of the sociological 
profession, nor the serious media, nor public opinion. As an association of professional sociologists in Bulgaria, we are 
expected to react and make an effort to restore order and quality standards in our research field – not only during elec-
tions, but also in the sociological servicing of civil dialogue on important policies in major social spheres.
We feel an increasingly urgent need to put all these issues at the center of expert discussion. We need to jointly explore 
the possible solutions to our common problems. We must stop the new wave of collapsing the public image of the socio-
logical profession, of our science and the methodologies we use.
This session would be a necessary follow-up to our methodological seminar from July 2011 (see at: www.academic-
forum.eu). The inclusion of foreign colleagues is extremely useful for enriching research and expertise, and it is highly 
appreciated. They could share their own observations and experience about the devaluation of their respective national 
sociological traditions. Together we will be able to seek consensus, to exchange good practices, and to discuss possible 
solutions.

Discussion topics
Problems in measurement – challenges to professionalism,  

presentations by Mihail Mirchev and Svetlana Seykova
Unfair practices and upholding the prestige and the subject of sociology,  

presentations by Ekaterina Markova and Viara Stoilova

Panel discussion
How to bring quality standards in the research field – not only in political elections, 	

but also in civilian expertise on policy dialogue in key areas of society?
With the participation of
Michail MIRCHEV, University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria
Ekaterina MARKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria

Svetlana SEYKOVA, Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria
Vyara STOILOVA, University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria
Kaloyan HARALAMPIEV, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski
Julius PAVLOV, DAC, Sofia
Krasimir KALINOV, New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria

Contacts: Mihail Mirchev: University of National and World Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: mihailmirchev@yahoo.com

Contacts: Ekaterina Markova: Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria 
E-mail: ekaterina.markova@gmail.com

thEmatIC PaNEl:  
Sociology of Science & technology Perspective to the balkan Coun-
tries’ Development
Organisers: Ivan TCHALAKOV, Tihomir MITEV, Mimi VASSILEVA
The session aims at presenting results of the latest research in this subfield of sociology, carried out by scholars from 
Bulgaria and other countries in the region. Both theoretical issues and results from empirical research will be presented. 
In particular, the papers will discuss the following topics:
● Drawbacks of overwhelming professionalization and institutionalization of science and the forgotten amateur 

principle in doing scientific research;
● Scientific practices as particular form of (social) life;
● Transfer of knowledge and technologies from science to economy and other social fields;
● Legacy of the social studies of science and technology (1979-1999).

Contact: Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski, Bulgaria, Department of Applied and Institutional Sociology 
E-mail: tchalakov@policy.hu, tihomir.n.mitev@gmail.com, vassileva_m@mail.bg
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